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THe WESTERN UNDERWRITER takes pleasure 
in announcing that Wuitt1aAm S. Crawrorp, 
who has been connected with its Cincinnati 
office in various capacities since the days of 
the old Ohio Underwriter, has become as- 
sociate editor and will take an active part in 
the management of the paper. During the last 
few years Mr. Crawrorp has resided at Cuy- 
ahoga Falls, Ohio, giving a portion of his 
time to this paper. He now locates in Chi- 
cago to devote all his attention to the interests 
of THE WesTERN UNpberwriter. Mr. Craw- 
FORD'S newspaper work has always been of a 
high order, keeping in mind as he has that 
the true mission of the conscientiously edited 
paper is more than the mere chronicling of 
events or comment on same. 


BELATED INSURANCE REPORTS. 


A STATE insurance department report that 
calmly slides into one’s office near the close 
of the year or even after copy is being pre- 
pared for a new report is most aggravating, 
because it brings to notice the careless way in 
which the people’s business is handled and 
the indifference of most public officials toward 
the usefulness of reports of this character, es- 
pecially if the printing is contract work. 

These reports are of little value so late in 
the year. When they represent the official 
transactions of 1902 before 1903 is nine months 
old, they can be employed with interest and 
profit. When 1904 nears its birth, 1902 figures 
become stale and of no direct interest, save 
of historical value. 

The state insurance commissioners are 
helpless seemingly and have to bide their time. 
In the meanwhile they are busy answering 
inquiries and giving figures which could easily 
be obtained from the reports could they be 
had. ; 

The Ohio reports are just emerging from 
the darkness and Part II of the Illinois report 
still rests dust-covered in the public printer’s 
office. 





PRESIDENT WARD’S GOOD SUGGESTION. 


In his recent address before the Chicago 
Life Underwriters Association, President 
Warp of the National association made one 
suggestion which we believe should be given 
nore than passing consideration by those who 
have at heart the welfare and future growth 
of the association movement. It was to the 
effect that the secretary should be put on such 
a salary that he could devote most of his time 
‘oO Organization work, and that to him should 
’e entrusted the details of extending the asso- 
ciation movement into new fields and strength- 
ning it where it is weak. Supplementary to 
this was his opinion that the president of the 
national body should be a man of experience 
nd high standing, who would give only a gen- 
eral supervision to the work. 

We believe Mr. Warp has evolved the right 








plan. The association movement has proven 
its right to live. Having done this, it is en- 
titled to energetic extension into all unoccupied 
territory, Somebody must do this work, and 
he must be paid for it. It is too large and ex- 
pensive an undertaking for any man to assume 
merely from love of the work. The secretary 
is the proper man to do this work. The pres- 
ident should be a man of high standing in the 
business, and such standing and dignity gen- 
erally imply an income which he cannot afford 
to sacrifice in order to do this work of or- 
ganizing and frequently an age which pre- 
cludes the greatest activity. What is needed 
is such a man as would make a good super- 
intendent of agents—a man of youth, strength 
and energy, who can stand the wear and tear 
of much travel, much speaking and many dis- 
couragements. Such a man would be a model 
organizer. Incidentally he would make a good 
secretary. 

We should like to see Mr. WArn’s sugges- 
tion put into the necessary amendments to the 
constitution and by-laws of the National assso- 
ciation at the next convention. Then we be- 
lieve the association movement would grow 
with greater vigor and along more systematic 
lines than ever in the past. : 


CHICKENS COME HOME TO ROOST. 


CHICKENS come home to roost, and some- 
times we have to eat crow. At other times 
vengeance follows in a more picturesque style. 
It will be remembered that following the late 
“pink slip” in Wheeling, W. Va., the news- 
papers, citizens and local firé insurance agents 
united in throwing up their hands in holy 
horror at such an outrageous steal, and in- 
stead of making the needed improvements in 
the water works system, asserted that Wheel- 
ing had ample fire protection. On the might 
of January 17, the editorial force of the Daily 
News, one of the most rabid denunciators of 
the cruel combine, was compelled to seek 
safety from the $200,000 fire, by escaping 
through the windows of the sanctum. 


WILL INVESTIGATE THE SURPLUS LINERS. 

It is stated that the insurance commissioner 
of New York is making some inquiry into the 
condition of some of the foreign surplus line 
companies and that he proposes to draw the 
line on some of the representatives in this 
country who are representing the companies 
concerning which there is doubt as to their 
financial status. It is the opinion of those 
who are observant that there will be a thin- 
ning out of surplus line institutions. 





NEW YORK MEN BANQUET. 

Several officers of the New York Life, in- 
cluding T. A. Buckner, superintendent of 
agencies, W. M. Harris, inspector of the Pa- 
cific Coast, and Harry Bottome, of the legal 
department at the home office, arrived in Chi- 
cago on Wednesday for a meeting with the 
agency directors, to be followed by a banquet 
in the evening. 





TO HASTEN MICHIGAN RATING. 

C. L. Andrews, secretary of the Detroit 
Fire & Marine, was in Chicago on Wednes- 
day conferring with managers concerning 
levying an extra assessment to provide for 
putting more men at the work and hastening 
the rating of Michigan. As yet, the twenty- 
five per cent applies to many Michigan towns, 
and local agents are becoming impatient be- 
cause the new schedules are not being ap- 
plied more rapidly. 





Law.—W. B. Law, the young insurance 
man of Bowerston, Ohio, on Christmas day 
insured his happiness by leading to the altar 
Miss Anna Maud Arbaugh, a charming young 
lady of Carrollton, Ohio. 








CINCINNATI GETS HIT HARD®*AGAIN, 


Destructive Fire in Distilling Plant Causes 
Serious Loss—Several Unauthorized 
Companies on the Risk. 


The loss on the warehouse of Mihalovitch, 
Fletcher & Co., at Pearl and Lawrence streets, 
Cincinnati, will probably be total, with $81,000 
insurance. The loss on the warehouse on the 
north side of Pearl street will be small, unless 
water got into the liquor vats, in which case 
it may reach a considerable sum. The insur- 
ance on the north side of the street amounts to 
$133,250. 

Following is a correct list of the insurance: 

At 514-518 Vearl street: 


Atma ....... $2,500 N. Y. Lloyds. ..$1,000 
Allegheny ..... 1,500 Mer. Town Mut. 1,000 
American, N. J. 1,500 Metropolitan ... 1,250 
BREROP ccocsses 2000 Mil. Mech. ..... 2,000 
Atlantic City... 1,000 National, N. J.. 2,500 
Atlas Mutual... 1,000 Newark ........ 1,500 
British Amer... 2,500 New York ..... 2,500 
British Dom.... 2,500 N. Amer. Und... 1,000 
Buffalo Com.... 1,000 Northern ...... 2,500 


Buffalo German. 2,500 North German.. 3,000 
Bulgaria ....... 1,000 Norwich Union.. 3,500 


Commonwealth . 5,000 Ohio Farmers .. 2,500 
Concordia ..... 1,500 Old Town Mut.. 1,000 
Continental .... 2,500 Ottawa weve eee 
Dialaware ..... 3,000 WOGIEC cccccens 2,500 
Dutch Und..... 4,000 Phila. Fire .... 1,500 
Equitable ...... 1,500 Prov. Wash. ... 1,500 
Mire Ag@R.....-. 1,500 Prudential, Va.. 1,000 
Le Foncier .... 1,000 Richmond ...... 2,000 
La Guarantie ...1,000 i. Aare 2.500 
German, Ind. .. 2,500 enee,” EME. scace 1,000 
German, Pa. ... 1,000 Stuyvesant ..... 2,500 
Gladbach ...... 4,000 Teutonia, La. .. 2,000 
Glens Falls .... 2,000 United Und. ... 1,500 
Globe & Rutgers .2,500 United, N. C.... 1,500 
Hanover ........ 3,000 Underwriters ... 4,000 
Spring Gar. Und. 2,000 Westchester .... 2,500 
International ... 1,000 Western, Pa. .. 2,000 
L. & L. & G..... 3,000 Western, Ont. .. 3,000 
‘Lon. & Lan..... 1,500 W’msburg City . 2,000 
Insurance at Pearl and Water streets: 
American, N. J..$2,000 Mil. Mechanics. .$2,000 
De: Go attedes 6 1,500 Metropolitan ... 1,000 
British America. 3,000 Nat. Sandard .. 2,000 
Buf. German ... 2,000 New Hampshire 2,000 
ee. CO sca 2,000 New York ..... 2,500 
Com, Union ... 3,000 Norwich Union 4,000 
Commonwealth . 1.500 North German .. 1,500 
Concordia ...... 2,000 Ohio Farmers 2,000 
Delaware ...... 3.000 Phenix, Conn. 2.000 
EOGES capeccece 2,000 Prov. Wash. 2,000 
Firemens, Md. .. 2,000 Scot. Union 2.500 
German, Ind. .. 2,600 Stuyvesant . 2,000 
German, Pa. ... 1,000 Teutonia, La. 2,000 
Glens Falls .... 2,000 United States 1,500 
Globe & Rutgers 2,000 United Und. 2,500 
Hanover ....... 2,000 Westchester 2.500 
Sp’ng Gar. Und. 2,000 Western, Ont. 8,000 
Lon. & Lan. ... 5,000 Western, Pa. .. 2,000 
Mechanics ...... 1,000 W'msburg City . 3,000 





RECORD OF THE INDIANA DEPARTIIENT. 

The year 1903 made a record in the In- 
diana Insurance Department in the number of 
licenses issued and in the receipts of fees and 
taxes from the insurance companies. There 
were 13,674 licenses taken out for 170 insur- 
ance companies. The licenses went to about 
5.000 agents. The receipts in taxes and fees 
exceeded by $60,000 the collections of any 
former year. The statistics show that it was 
a good year in Indiana for the companies, as 
well as for the department. 





HAS CUT DOWN ITS EXPENSES. 

The Anchor Fire, through an adjustment of 
its general agents’ contracts and some good 
judgment in other directions, has materially cut 
down its expenses. The company has reached 
a point where it has gained the confidence of 
its agents. It has taken heroic work to re- 
build the company, but Manager Wood has 
been the master. It is not likely that the 
Ark Fire, which was to have been the run- 
ning mate of the Anchor, will ever be pro- 
moted, 





FOR LOWER RATES. 

There is a movement on foot to reduce the 
rate on sprinklered business at Milwaukee. 
The rates are higher there than in most other 
cities and are considered too high, 





Office loss register for special agents and ad- 
justers. Two sizes and two prices. A page if 
you want it. 
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TO BETTER MICHIGAN FIELD. 


ADDRESS OF PRES. NELSON JONES 








Some Excellent Recom dations Made tothe 
Michigan Fire Prevention Association -- 
Would Improve Conditions. 








Nelson B. Jones, president of the Michigan 
Fire Prevention Association and special agent 
of the American of Pennsylvania, gave some 
valuable suggestions in his address to that 
body recently. It is well worth reading and 
is given as follows: 

Text of the Address. 


“At the first regular meeting of our newly 
organized association I deem it my duty as 
your executive officer to outline in a general 
way the work that may be assumed by it, and 
which, I hope, may be energetically and speed- 
ily begun. When I scan the work that may 
be advantageously undertaken, its scope 
widens with each succeeding inspection, and 
if we can all be interested and work unitedly 
toward ends seemingly not beyond hope of 
speedy attainment, untold good may be accom- 
plished—good that shall conduce to the ad- 

vantage of property owners as well as to the 
insurance companies we represent. Consistent 
work by such organizations as this must re- 
sult in improved building construction, greater 
care in the prevention of fires, and the use 
of the most approved means for their extinc- 
tion. The erection of better buildings is the 
surest and most consistent means of reducing 
the probability of fires and the lowering of 
insurance rates. The fire waste must be less- 
ened before any great reduction in insurance 
rates is justifiable by the insurance companies. 


Should Educate the Public. « 


“Our work should be largely one of edu- 
cating the public, as well as ourselves, to a 
better understanding of the fact that it is for 
the interest of all parties concerned and means 
a saving to property owners in the reduction 
of insurance rates and to the companies in the 
reduction of losses, to co-operate to bring 
about every means of both preventing and 
extinguishing fires. I deem one undertaking 
as important as the other, and I would empha- 
size the fact that the duty of the public in 
the premises is not less insistent than that of 
the insurance men. 

“The people are exercised over fire insur- 
ance rates, claiming that they are too high. 
We want to show them that under the sched- 
ule system of rating now employed the char- 
acter of the building and its environment de- 
termines the rate. A low rate is made as a 
basis for a standard building and the ascend- 
ing ratio of the rate in every case is from 
faulty construction, the use of improper heat- 
ing and lighting devices, and the lack of 
water supply and fire-fighting devices where 
the property is located. This association will 
not make rates. Our province is simply along 
educational lines, to indicate and advise as to 
how lower rates may be obtained by property 
owners. 

Business Suffers from Defects 

“Our business is suffering to-day from de- 
fective heating and lighting appliances in gen- 
eral, and a vast amount of property is an- 
nually going to waste from fire that might 
have been saved were more attention paid 
to approved methods along these lines, avoid- 
ing what has been condemned by the best 
authorities, and what intelligent and thinking 
people know is not proper to be used. 

Improper Electric Wiring. 

“Improper electric wiring causes 
fires, yet strangely enough our admonitions 
to property owners concerning the matter meet 
most frequently with rebuffs. We must try 
to educate the people along these lines and 
ask the common councils of cities and villages 
to aid us in the work by the enactment of ap- 
propriate ordinances. In my judgment, no 
person should be allowed to do electric wiring 


SPECIAL AGENT. 


WANTED A situation as special agent fora fire 
insurance company by a local agent 
Who has rec recently sold his local agency, established 
in 1894. Thoroughly familiar with insurance con- 
ditions in West Virginia and Maryland. Has had 
some experience in adjusting. Address 

C. HH. E., care The Western U . Cincinnati, Ohio. 

















many 





unless he is licensed and is known to be com- 
petent to do the work properly along ap- 
proved lines. The use of electricity for power 
taken direct from the trolley wires is a bad 
practice and should not be allowed under any 
of the so-called safety devices. There are 
towns in this State where this is a too com- 
mon practice. 


Danger of Gasoline. 


“We have all kinds of gasoline appliances 
for cooking, heating and lighting in common 
use, and the people use this most dangerous 
fluid with nearly as little concern as though 
it were water. The almost daily loss of life 
and property is the hesult. There is no 
diminution in its use; in fact, it is on the in- 
crease rather than otherwise. Can we not 
educate the people in this matter? 

“Insurance special agents some years ago 
took up the question of the poor quality of 
kerosene oil which was being used in this 
State, and by our efforts and publications se- 
cured the enactment of laws for the inspection 
of oil, which are now in force, and which 
have been the means of reducing the losses 
of life and property from the use of this 
article almost to a minimum. We can do 
the same for gasoline if we make the proper 
effort. 

Better Water Supply Needed. 


“We should bring the attention of the peo- 
ple in cities and villages to the need of bet- 
ter water supply and the use of proper size 
mains along the street where business prop- 
erty is located, in order that the full benefits 
of a good water {Supply may be of practical 
utility in case of fire when it. is provided. 
We should look to the fire-fighting devices 
in use in all our towns and see that they are 
the best that can be secured, as the best are 
none too good. I hope to see a report blank 
formulated for use by our association to get 
information of a full and reliable character 
in detail from every city and village in Mich- 
igan in regard to these matters. 

Advocates a Fire Marshal Law. 

“IT would like to see this association take 
up the question of securing a fire marshal law 
at the next session of the legislature. <A 
good committee could gather data concerning 
the benefits derived from the work of such 
officers in States where they have been ap- 
pointed and bring the facts to the attention of 
our next legislature, attempting to convince 
them that they should give the people this 
protection from the work of the incendiary. 
Thousands of dollars have been saved from 
the incendiary’s torch and many convictions 
for arson have followed the faithful working 
of the fire marshal law in States where it has 
been tried. 

“These are some of the many lines along 
which we can educate the people and do them 
as well as the companies we serve much 
good. There are a great many other matters 
which may be brought to your attention as 
this association gets into active work. 


Suggests Appointment of Committees. 


“To carry out this work I would recom- 
mend the appointment of the following stand- 
ing committees : 

“A committee of seven on improved build- 
ing construction. 

“A committee of five on electric wiring and 
the use of electricity for power? 

“A committee of five on water supply and 
fire protection in cities and villages. 

“A committee of five on the organization of 
auxiliary associations. 

“A committee of five on heating and light- 
ing devices, to include the use of gasoline and 
acetylene. 

“A committee of five on the fire marshal 
aw. 

“A committee of five on membership and 
fraternal goodfellowship in our association. 

“A committee of five on the publication of a 
bulletin and such matter as may be of benefit 
to the public and the members of this asso- 
ciation. 

Desires Special Hazard Surveys. 


“T would suggest that we ask the Michigan 
Inspection Bureau to prepare a printed blank 
for use by them, similar to the one used in 
Ohio and Texas, and perhaps other States, 
showing the construction of large buildings 
and special hazards, giving occupancy and de- 
tails as to heating and lighting, etc., and that 
duplicate copies, when completed, be furnished 
to each special agent whose company is a con- 


(Continued on page 20.) 





COMMENT ON J.L. BLATR LINE. 


SOME TALK OF A CONTEST ARISES. 








Death of the St. Louis Man Guilty of Irregu- 
larities, Brings Out Question of Life 
Insurance. 





James L. Blair of St. Louis, whose death 
occurred recently in Florida, carried over a 
million dollars of life insurance. The largest 
amount, $700,000, Mr. Blair contracted for 
with the New York Life. The New York 
Life reinsured Blair in foreign companies for 
all over $200,000 of this amount. The next 
largest policy was the Mutual Life, which is 
$350,000. The Mutual Life has started a suit 
to secure the cancellation of $200,000 of this 
amount on the grounds of fraudulent repre- 
sentation. The suit was filed several weeks 
ago. Judge McKeighan, attorney for the 
Mutual Life, says he sees no reason why the 
suit should be withdrawn because of Blair’s 
death. 

The total amount of Blair’s insurance by 
companies is as follows: 

New York Life, $700,000; Mutual Life, 
$350,000; John Hancock Mutual, $20,000; 
Massachusetts Mutual, $13,000; Mutual Bene- 
fit, $10,000; Connecticut Mutual, $5,000; 
Provident Savings, $25,000; Equitable of 
New York, $11,000. Total, $1,134,000. 

It is stated that $500,000 of this amount 
will be paid to creditors and the balance to 
Mrs. Blair, who, it is said, was made the 
beneficiary. It is thought that the collection 
of some of the insurance policies will be con- 
tested on the suicide clause. The opinion 
is expressed, however, both by lawyers and 
insurance men familiar with the case that 
beneficiaries can collect the entire amount. 

Dick Bros. of Philadelphia, the largest 
creditor, is said to have been made benefi- 
ciary for $400,000 of the amount. 





FULLER IS ELECTED SECRETARY. 

Owing to the disability of H. Mason, who 
has been for many years secretary of the Se- 
curity Insurance Company of New Haven, 
H. C. Fuller, formerly the assistant secre- 
tary, has been elected secretary. Mr. Fuller 
has been connected with the Security for over 
twenty years and for more than fifteen years 
has been its assistant secretary. He is well 
and favorably known throughout the West 
and is a capable underwriter. F. M. Lloyd, 
the very efficient New England special agent 
of the Security, has been elected assistant 
secretary. During recent years the business 
of the Security in the West has been largely 
increased. 





MAKES A GREAT S ATEMENT. 

The Continental’s statement will probably 
be the best of the year so far as increases are 
concerned. It shows the great momentum 
the company has acquired and the brilliant 
management back of it. The increases are as 


follows: 

Increase reserve for insurance in 
aE ee eee Op ne $ 326,343.68 

Increase net surplus .............-. 844,466.55 

Increase gross assets .............. 1,234,336.48 


Increase premiums written ........ 408,467.98 





CONTINENTAL OF CHICAGO’S FIGURES. 

The Continental Fire of Chicago in its an- 
nual statement shows assets $137,486, reserve 
$13,720; net surplus $23,316. The premiums 
written were $26,126, losses $5,004. It shows 
gains in every particular. 





BRAUN CHANGES HIS FIELD. 

W. H. Braun, who has been special agent 
of the Springfield in Ohio, has been, trans- 
ferred to northern Illinois to succeed E. G. 
Carlisle, who will cover Cook county and do 
office work. It is understood that State Agent 
Huggard will cover Ohio and West Virginia 
without an assistant for the present at least. 
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AS SEEN FROM GHIGAGO. 


COMPETITIVE PLAN NOT A SUCCESS. 

From all reports the plan of the Union, 
adopted at the last meeting, whereby union 
companies were to be given the privilege of 
taking up cut-rate policies of non-union com- 
panies has not proven a success, as it does 
not seem sufficiently effective. At the last 
meeting of the Union this question of non- 
union competition received considerable at- 
tention and the method of meeting it in this 
way was deemed to be the best. The govern- 
ing committee instead has thrown off rates in 
several points. Its members, according to re- 
port, think the scheme adopted was not radi- 
cal enough to correct the irregularities. 

While considerable criticism has been made 
against the committee for throwing open rates, 
the committee takes this step, believing that 
it is the best means. of bringing the agents 
together and correcting bad practices. In sev- 
eral towns where rates have been thrown 
open, the agents have immediately gotten to- 
gether to protect themselves and hold up 
rates. 

Members of the committee state that while 
criticism has been made from some quarters 
on the policy of the committee to open rates, 
yet in case of Nebraska, for’ example, where 
rates were opened, except in board towns, but 
little protest was made. The committee ex- 
pected that the members would express them- 
selves if they had any great objection, but 
these expressions do not seem to be forth- 
coming. 








++ ++ 
DUNLOP IS AGAIN ELECTED. 

The Insurance Survey Bureau re-elected its 
old officers. C. D. Dunlop, who has given so 
efficient an administration, will be at the head 
next year. J. E. Phelps resigns as secretary 
of the executive committee. He has looked 
after the financial end of the institution. F. 
W. Gibsone, of the Western Classification 
Bureau, succeeds Mr. Phelps. He will thus 
combine the two positions and reduce ex- 
penses. The Survey Bureau has been of great 
benefit to its members. 

oa ++ 
TWO CHICAGO APPOINTMENTS. 


Two companies that have been doing a 
surplus line business appointed Chicago agents 
last week, the Jefferson of Philadelphia and 
Eastern of Atlantic City. Geo. S. Haskell 
secured the former and Newberger & Co. the 
latter. The two companies are entering the 
western States to do a regular agency busi- 
ness. This seems to be the tendency of sur- 
plus line companies that can qualify for ad- 
mission, 

a+ ++ 
CRUSADE AGAINST SOME PUBLIC ADJUSTERS. 

One of the local agents in a large city began 
an agitation against some of the public ad- 
justers of that city who are thriving at the ex- 
pense of ignorant policyholders. It is said 
that one effect of their operations has been to 
put many innocent people in bad repute with 
the companies and so prevent them from get- 
ting insurance. It is charged that some of these 
adjusters, who are paid a percentage on the 
amount of the claim, are unscrupulous in pad- 
ding the loss schedules and secure the signa- 
ture of their illiterate patrons through mis- 
representation. The insurance companies set- 


WANTED. 


A es ‘company writing Accident, Health 
and Plate Glass business. Also fire company 
writing farm property, that is not represented at 
Barnesville, Onis. Address 


LEGGETT & BRILL, 
Barnesville, Ohio. 





Tannarv 2T TOQ0A. 





tle in many cases rather than fight the claim, 
but word is passed around that the policy- 
holder is an undesirable party to insure. The 
local agent mentioned has a proposition to 
make settlements through these irresponsible 
public adjusters as unsatisfactory to the as- 
sured as possible and thus discourage policy- 
holders from patronizing them. 





John P. Hubble, general agent of the Green- 
wich, will lecture on fire insurance before the 
students of the University of Illinois on Janu- 
ary 27. Thus far this year the institution 
has given attention to life insurance. 





B. Cremer, President. CHARLES CREMER, Secretary. 


JosEerH MILLER, Vice-Pres. MICHAEL PFEIFER, Treas. 


GERMAN FIRE INS. GO. 


OF PEORIA, ILLINOIS. 


28th Annual Statement. 
JANUARY Ist., 1904. 

















ASSETS: 

Mortgage and Collateral Loans. ..$347,745,18 
Ne CE, Scania encenine O04 7,000.00 
Bonds and Stocks ..........-.. . 180,920.00 
Be ee ere ee 12,250.00 
Cash in Banks and Office... ..... 99,657.37 
In Course of Collection, Net...... 53,721.92 
Pitan ae: dab. aan ssa $701,294 47 
LIABILITIES 

CN Ns evoke wncecess $200,000.00 
Re-Insurance Reserve ........... 280,012 28 
GN LOMBES. 06s ocng2 0 e00 17,995.C0 
) ek Bt. 203.287.19 
| ee a, - ee a .$701,294.47 








GOOD COMPANY WANTS 
GOOD MEN. 


While fire insurance agents are often 
looked upon as a nuisance, they are in 
truth one of the most useful classes of 
society. To be sure not all of them 
have a right conception of the importance 
of their calling, but they are steadily com- 
ing to a fuller appreciation of it. A coun- 
try that burns up more than a thousand 
million dollars every decade and applauds 
as patriotic every statute that places need- 
less burdens on the organizations that 
conscientionsly try to equitably apportion 
this enormous tax, is much in need of 
enlightened and persistent teachers. And 
local agents are the ones who can best 
perform this important function of teach- 
ing the people how to reduce this incon- 
ceivable fire waste and how to promote 
in their minds correct ideas on the sub- 
ject of fire insurance. 

The Que*e Insurance Company of 
America thoroughly believes in this work 
of education, and it also believes that 
those local agents who conduct their busi- 
ness on the high plance where it belongs 
will not only serve their community well, 
but will build up for themselves a per- 
manent and profitable business which will 
rank in honor with any commercial avo- 
cation. 

This class of agents should represent 
the Queen, and the Queen desires to en- 
large its force by securing just such rep- 
resentatives, knowing they will get on to- 
gether rarely. Therefore applications for 
the agency of the company in every thriv- 
ing town and city will receive prompt 
and careful attention. 


Queen Insurance Company of America. 
Assets over $5,000,000. 
Western Department, Chicago. 

P. D. McGrecor, Manager. 
W. L. Kine, Assistant Manager. 





‘just been organized in Columbus, O. 
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OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA. 


OHIO COPIPANIES WILL SHOW A PROFIT. 











Favorable Results in 1903 -Statements That 
Are Out Show Gratifying Success--Some 
of the Figures Given. 





The statements of the Ohio companies that 
have been completed show that all of them 
had a good year in 1903, although the business 
of all companies in the State is expected to 
show a loss. Some of the outside companies 
have suffered their greatest losses in the cities, 
while others have lost money in the smaller 
towns, but the Ohio companies usually come 
out with a low loss ratio all over the State. 
Ohio boasts many small but substantial com 
panies, and THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER is 
always pleased to observe their success. 

The annual statement of the Cooper In- 
surance Company of Dayton shows a handsome 
gain in assets and surplus during 1903. The 
assets now amount to $401,649 and the net 
surplus to $158,351. The net premium income 
amounted to $131,803 and the losses to $45, 
2905, a ratio of about 34 per cent. 

The Teutonia of Dayton gained about $20,- 
ooo in assets last year, the now 
amounting to $613,075. The surplus increased 
from $405,684 to $423,311. The net premiums 
amounted to $86,314 and the losses to $20,806, 
and ratio of 34.5 per cent. 

There is a striking parallel between the Te.- 
tenia’s business in 1902 and in 1903. The 
gross premium income in 1902 was $99,219 and 
in 1903, $99,630; income from interest and 
dividends, 1902, $24,054, 1903, $23,054; rein 
surance and return premiums, 1902, $13,163, 
1903, $13,314. 


resources 


The Central Manufacturers Mutual had a 
greatly increased income and a larger loss 
ratio in 1903 than in 1902. The premiums 


were $162,269, an increase of $48,794. The 
losses were $92,842, a ratio of nearly 57 per 
cent, compared with a ratio of 52.4 per cent 
in 1902. 

The Merchants and Manufacturers Mutual’ 
of Mansfield had a loss ratio of about 60 per 
cent last year, and made a large increase in 
premium notes. It expects soon to have pre 
mium notes to the amount of $200,000. 

The Springfield Underwriters Mutual con- 
cluded its first year with $906,510 insurance 
in force and net assets of $10,012. The pre- 
mium income amounted to $21,333 and the 
losses, including expense of adjustment, to 
$8,005. 

The Retail Druggists Mutual of Cincinnati 
made a slight increase in premiums last year, 
but the losses were far in excess of the 1902 
record. The losses two years ago amounted to 
only $514, but last year they reached $5,310. 
The net income, less dividends to members. 
was $10,685 in 1903. 

The Anchor had a very good year last year, 
with a premium income of $418,308 and losses 
of only $239,332. The losses incurred were 
$221,426. The assets on January 1 were $475,- 
574; reinsurance reserve, $209,043, and surplus 
to policyholders, $232,853. The Ohio pre- 
miums were $106,495; losses paid, $64,574, and 
losses incurred, $71,218. 

The Ohio Farmers made an increase of 
$111,500; in insurance reserve, $80,102, and in 
assets, $136,580. The Ohio premiums amounted 
to $751,464. 





ORGANIZE FIRE EQUIPMENT COVPANY. 
The National Fire Equipment Company has 
The 
company will handle everything in the line 
of fire equipment for prevention, protection 
from and detecting of fires. In addition the 
company will take up the subject of fire engi- 
neering and contracting and will eventually 
go into construction work. The company will 
furnish plans and specifications for fireproof 
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buildings and will furnish their own fire doors, 
elevator hatches and will handle all sorts of 
approved fire equipment used in manufactur- 
ing plants and office buildings. The com- 
pany was incorporated December 26 and has 
an office at 233 North High street, Columbus. 
The officers are: President, Charles E. Mun- 
son; vice-president and general manager, 
Charles W. Bryson; secretary, Hollis E. 
Shirey; treasurer, R. B. Woodruff. 





SPRINGFIELD LOCAL BOARD ELECTION. 





Some of the Happenings Among the Local 
Agents—Anderson at the Head 
This Year. 


The Springfield Board of Fire Underwriters 
held its annual meeting January 15, with 
nearly every member present. The proposed 
amendment to the constitution changing the 
brokerage between agents from ten to seven 
and a half per cent was laid on the table indefi- 
nitely by a practically tnanimous vote, Mr. 
Wallace, the proposer, being the only one to 
support the change. 

The annual election resulted as follows: 

President, Oliver H. Anderson. 

Vice-president, Leroy E. Miller. 

Secretary, J. A. Roush. 

‘Treasurer, F. E. Hosterman. 

Mr. Anderson, who is a member of the firm 
of Trout & Anderson, was advanced from the 
vice-presidency, while Messrs. Roush and 
Hosterman were honored with re-elections. 
Secretary Roush, after ten months’ service, 
has fully demonstrated that he is the right 
man for the place, even though he finds it im- 
possible to make inspections for two or three 
agents at the same time and be in the office 
for still another. All the elections were by 
acclamation and unanimous. 

Next comes the annual banquet, which will 
take place some time next month. A com- 
mittee, with the veteran Ira W. Wallace as 
chairman, is in charge of arrangements. 

J. S. Elliott, of the J. S. Elliott Company, 
has gone to New Yoirk to attend the auto- 
He will visit a number of points 
His wife accompanied 


mobile show. 
before returning home. 
him. 

The Firemans Fund has transferred from 
the Brooks’ agency to Trout & Anderson. 
This leaves Mr. Brooks with only one Union 
company—the Newark. 

The London of England has taken its sup- 
plies from the office of Ex-President M. D. 
Considine and deposited them with Fred Mull. 
The London is a great roamer, having now 
been in six different offices in this. city. 

R. W. Moffett, who has been suffering from 
nervous prostration for some weeks, has so 
far recovered as to be able to spend a portion 
of his time at his office. In the meantime 
the junior member, Howard E. Moffett, has 
had his hands full. 

Trout & Anderson expect before many 
months to be domiciled in handsome quarters 
in the Bushnell annex, second floor, facing on 
Fountain avenue. 

The New York Underwriters, one of T. J. 
Collins’ companies when he retired from busi- 
ness, has entered the Ockenden agency. 

H. M. Brooks is negotiating for the sale 
of his cigar ‘stand in the Arcade hotel lobby— 
considered one of the best stands in the city. 
He wishes to get rid of the business on ac- 
count of being out of the city so much on 
special work for the Germania. He will con- 
tinue his local insurance business, but has not 
decided where he will locate his office. 

Lee B. Corry, of Wallace & Corry, and son 
Cliff and Fred Wallace, son of the seniot 
partner, attended the annual meeting, on the 
13th, of the Ohio Farmers Insurance Company 
at LeRoy. 








AGENCY SOLD AT GRAFTON, W. VA. 
Ernest H. Collins has sold his agency at 
Grafton, W. Va., to Holt & Love. They have 





the firm name of Holt, Monroe & Love. The 
Collins’ agency was the largest in the city and 
represented the following companies: Penn- 
sylvania; Germania; Rochester German; 
American, Mass.; American, Pa.; Dutchess; 
Citizens, Mo.; St. Paul; Georgia Home; 
Glens Falls; Virginia State; National, Ct.; 
Anchor; Continental; Westchester; Royal; 
Springfield, and Queen, and the Casualty of 
America. Mr. Collins gives as his reasons 
for selling the demoralized condition of rates 
at Grafton. 
at ++ 
AGENCY SOLD AT GENEVA. 

E. A. Knapp has purchased: the insurance 
agency of Bartholomew & Potter at Geneva, 
Ohio. The companies represented are the 
American Central, British America, Fire As- 
sociation, Glens Falls, New York Underwrit- 
ers, Philadelphia Underwriters, Phoenix of 
Hartford, Western, and the New York Plate 
Glass. 

to ++ 
JEFFERSON COUNTY ELECTS OFFICERS. 

The following officers have been elected by 
the Jefferson County Branch of the local 
agents’ association; J. C. Auer, president; 
Frank S. King, vice-president; and, William 
M. Trainer, secretary and treasurer. The con- 
ditions in the county are excellent. 





MONTGOMERY COUNTY AGENTS /1EET. 





Oswald Cammann Is Chosen President—Affairs 
Are Reported in Good Shape in 
Every Particular. 





The annual meeting of the Montgomery 
County Underwriters Association was held 
at Dayton, January 12, and the following offi- 
cers elected: President, Oswald Cammann; 
first vice-president, M. L. Dady; second vice- 
president, Chas. H. Heller; treasurer, Ezra 
F. Kimmel; secretary and stamping clerk, 
H. Z. Mouk. Executive committee, L. H. 
Zehring, Chas. W. Schenk, M. F. Hooven 
and Harry Gillespie. 

Reports showed the affairs of the associa- 
tion to be in a satisfactory condition, and that 
every recording agent in Montgomery county 
is a member. No complaints of violation of 
the rules have reached the executive commit- 
tee during the past year. 

The thirty-three members present adjourned 
to the Phillips House and enjoyed the first 
annual banquet of Montgomery county fire 
insurance ageuts. After the cigars and coffee 
were passed, Capt. Thos. L. Steward was 
chosen toast master and proved to be a royal 
good one, as well as a Royal agent. Speeches 
and stories were interspersed during the next 
two hours and a motion to repeat the affair 
next year closed this very pleasant annual 
meeting. 





OHIO FIRE APPOINTMENTS. 


Citizens, Mo.—Orton D. Wagner, Tiffin. 

Continental, N. Y.—O. C. Ringle, Cleveland. 

Greenwich, N. Y.—William H. Stephens, Lima. 

Germania, N. Y.—W. J. and L. H. Phipps, Ce- 
lina; Banta Bros., Urbana. 

Ins. Co. of N. A.—R. F. Whittlesey and Louis 
Eising, Akron. 

Milwaukee Mechanics—P. T. and L. W. Wall, 
Gallipolis; Geo. J. Munger, Perrysburg. 

Norwich Union, Eng.—S. P. McLaughlin, Cadiz. 
—— Fire, N. J.—Klick, Burnet & Sale, Cin- 
cinnati. 


++ +t 
GRAFTON, W. VA., IN BAD SHAPE. 

Grafton continues to be the most trouble- 
some place in West Virginia. Indeed, it is 
the only town in the State which is badly de- 
moralized. About a year ago the West Vir- 
ginia Underwriters Association sent a spe- 
cial committee there to investigate. It found 
rebating rampant, term business written at 
less than the required number 
premiums and loose practices in writing poli- 


cies. These matters were straightened out, 
consolidated with Chas. W. Monroe under | and for some time conditions were good. 
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Finally the old conditions returned and in a 
worse degree than before. Regular agents 
blame the present state of affairs largely to a 
few “side issue” men, who adopt rebating and 
rate-cutting as a means to hold their own 
against progressive agents, who pursue busi- 
ness methods. 
++ at : 

MAY BE COMPLICATIONS IN SETTLEMENT. 

It looks as though there may be complica- 
tions in the settlement of the loss on the 
American Strawboard Company plant at 
Piqua. The plant was equipped with sprink- 
lers, but it was shut down for repairs and 
it is rumored that the sprinkler connections 
had. been cut off and the pipes drained to 
prevent freezing. If this is true there will 
certainly be trouble over the maintenance war- 
ranty in the policies. 





OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA NOTES. 


J. C. Moore succeeds to the firm of Parsons 
& Moore at Troy. 


George Morris, the local agent at Montpeiier, 
has been appointed county auditor 


The annual agency convention of the Ohio 
Farmers was held at Leroy last week. 


Nelson A. Fulton of Xenia has added the 
North River Fire of New York to his agency. 


A. F. G. Weigel, a local agent a tPaulding, 
= dead a few days ago. He was fifty years 
old. 


The 7Etna has re-entered Plain City, Ohio, 
Benjamin W. Evans having been appointed to 
represent that company. 


Mr. Wiser, who has been in the agency of 
R. P. Bricker at Shelby, has been admitted 
into partnership, the firm name being Bricker 
& Wiser. 

The $500,000 glass factory at Bellaire is 
being equipped with sprinklers, and will be 
insured in the Western Factory Association. 
The New England mutuals bid unsuccessfully 
for the business. 


The fire department of Defiance made fifty- 
one runs during 1903. The total loss in the 
city by fire was $2,000, of which $700 was 
paid by the insurance companies. This is the 
lowest record in years. 


_ A Mr. Deegan has opened a real estate and 
insurance agency at Bellaire. It is to be a 
sub-agency of the Emsheimer agency of 
Wheeling. At present he has only the West- 
chester, but will probably get the Northern 
and Citizens. 


W. H. Auck, having accepted a position with 
the American National Bank of Barberton, 
Ohio, has sold his Bucyrus (Ohio) agency to 
Albert G. Stoltz, who has also been appointed 
assistant cashier of the Bucyrus Bank, to suc- 
ceed Mr. Auck. 


J. R. O’Connor, who has been engaged in 
the insurance business in Columbus, Ohio, for 
years, has been appointed to fill the place as 
special agent of the Ohio Underwriters Mu- 
tual Fire Insurance Company, made vacant 
by the resignation of J. H. Brock. 


The Ohio Inspection Bureau has just issued 
tariffs for the following Ohio towns: Tus- 
carawas, Sylvania, Dennison, Swanton, Mt. 
Sterling and Gibsonburg. Rates were also is- 
sued for West Virginia towns as follows: 
Montgomery, Ansted, Simpson and Cannelton. 


’ The Ohio Hardware Dealers Fire Insurance 
Company held its annual meeting in Coshoc- 
ton, Ohio, January 12. The following offi- 
cers were elected: President, J. T. Duffy of 
Greenville; secretary, George M. Gray of Co- 
shocton ; members of board of directors, Henry 
F. Ray of Cleveland, George B. Meyer of Cin- 
cinnati, and W. E. Jones of Columbus. 


_McCuskey & Fox of Cuyahoga Falls have 
dissolved partnership. E. Fox takes the 
fire business with the agencies of the Home, 
Germania and Cincinnati Underwriters, which 
have heretofore been in Mr. McCuskey’s 
name. Festus McCuskey continues as agent 
of the Pacific Mutual Life. Mr. Fox will 
probably make application for membership in 
the Summit County Association, from which 
the firm withdrew some time ago. 
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UNDERWRITING IN MIGHIGAN 


REPORT TO THE BUREAU FOR A MONTH. 











Action Taken by Local Agents at Mt. Clemens 
—One of Them Says Rates Not 
Cut. 





Some of the special agents have been over- 
hauling Mt. Clemens. At first only union 
field men visited the city, and some of the 
non-union agents refused to allow an inspec- 
tion of their registers. At a meeting of the 
lecal board it was decided for a month to re- 
port through the inspection bureau. Some 
agents do not follow the rule, but are willing 
to have their registers examined during the 
period by an agent selected by the club. One 
of the local agents says: 

“The fact of the whole trouble is that two 
or three agents, who possibly have $300 worth 
of business on their books, and lose a policy, 
start the cry that the rate was cut, or they 
would not have lost the business. They allege 
it could not have gotten away unless the rate 
was cut. These are the men that are asleep 
and expect business to come to them; the live 
man is out and gets his business—hence ‘a 
cut rate.’ I do not believe there are a half 
dozen deliberately cut rates in Mt. Clemens. 
I have lost no business through cut rates, and 
upon inquiry among the large agencies I can- 
not find that they have lost any through 
cuts.” 





DETROIT CLUB’S ANNUAL ELECTION. 

- The annual meeting of the Fire Underwriters 
Club of Detroit was held Tuesday afternoon. 
The annual reports of the officers were given, 
showing the past year to have been a pros- 
perous one, and the treasury has a good bal- 
ance on hand. Officers were elected as fol- 
lows: Fred Guenther, president; Robert F. 
Hartenstein, vice-president; Alfred Bunclark, 
secretary; Cullen Brown, treasurer; executive 
committee, John I. Adams, Thomas J. Reilly, 
M. Gore Van Antwerp. The president, vice- 
president and secretary are also ex-officio 
members of the executive committee. 

++ ++ 


MICHIGAN FIRE APPOINTMENTS. 


Citizens, Mo.—Harry C. Davis, Marquette. 

Franklin, Pa.—Harry C. Davis (succeeding M. 
E. Asire), Marquette. 

Scottish Union & National—W. A. 
Flint. 

Western Assurance—Kelly & McDonald, Alpena ; 
Blodgett & Sharp, Bay City; Parker Bros. Co., 
Ltd., Detroit; Barnes & Co., Manistee; Ferguson 
& Wallace, Saginaw; John R. Santo, Traverse 
City. 


Paterson, 


++ ++ 


WILL BE HELD AT GRAND RAPIDS. 

The next meeting of the Michigan special 
agents’ organization, known as the Michigan 
Fire Prevention Association, wiil be held at 
the Pantland Hotel, Grand Rapids, February 
2. Important business will come before the 
meeting, and it is urged that every representa- 
tive in the Michigan field be present at that 
meeting. 

ae + 

CONTROVERSY OVER A SUGAR WAREHOUSE. 

Some controversy has arisen at Memominee 
over the sugar warehouse in that city. It 
seems that the tariff under the new schedule 
is 85 cents. The reduction of 10 per cent for 
coinsurance made the rate 76.5 cents. It 
seems that some of the non-union companies 
cut the rate about 65 cents. It is now stated 
that the London Assurance in order to meet 
the competition has written a line on the risk 
at 60 cents. Considerable feeling has been 


aroused over this line. 
++ ++ 
COMPLAIN OF OWOSSO CONDITIONS. 


The Michigan Fire Prevention Association 


has written to the companies regarding con- - 


ditions in Owosso. It calls attention to the 
fact that affairs in the town are very unsatis- 
factory and considerable rate cutting is going 





on. Many of the companies do not report 
through the stamping bureau. The association 
charges George W. Loring with rate cutting 
and states that an attempt will be made to 
get his agency in line. Rates seem to be cut 
on preferred business, brick mercantile build- 
ing and other desirable classes, so that the 
tariff is disregarded. It is also stated that the 
rate of the Owosso Carriage Company, which 
was $2.70, has been cut to $1.87%. Stocks are 
cut from 25 to 50 per cent. The companies 
are asked to use their individual action in 
getting the agents to observe better practices. 
It is said in some cases three-year policies 
are written on brick stores for one premium. 





MICHIGAN NOTES. 


It is said the Fuller line at Grand Rapids 
has been written at a cut rate. 


The Greenwich has retired from Sault Ste. 
Marie, reinsuring its business in the Pheenix, 
of Hartford. 


Michael Colleton has opened an insurance 
office in the Fourth National Bank building 
at Grand Rapids. 


Frank Bloom, who has been with the God- 
frey & Hennessey agency at Detroit, has gone 
with Warren, Brown & Co. 


The Compensating Pipe Organ Company 
of Battle Creek has placed its insurance in 
the Western Factory Association. 


Charlotte, with its volunteer firemen in long 
service, has not met with a total loss since 
the department was furnished a team by the 
city. 

The agency of Clark & Fox of Battle Creek 
has been sold to O. H. Fox, who has been 
the manager for the past two years, during 
Mr. Clark’s absence in San Jose, Cal. 


John Winter & Co. of Detroit have been 
appointed agents of the Western Underwriters 
Association and the United Underwriters of 
Chicago. This agency is steadily growing and 
is becoming one of the leading Detroit agen- 
cies. 





INDIANA NOTES. 


John M. Stewart of South Bend gets the 
German of Pittsburg. 


The Union Fire, a Chicago wildcat, is being 
sued at Knox for a $500 loss. 


Arthur C. South has been appointed stamp- 
ing secretary at Valparaiso, Ind. 


Jacob Raub and F. C. Orb, as Raub & 
Orb, have opened an insurance and real es- 
tate office at Lafayette. 


The Brockenbrough agency, Lafayette, 
Ind., has been incorporated, with $3,500 capi- 
tal stock, by. Arthur O., Edith G. Brocken- 
brough and Alice Rosenberger. 


The annual statement of the Indiana Millers 
Mutual Fire shows assets, cash, $149,054; pre- 
mium notes, net value, $882,292; surplus to 
policyholders, $1,021,347: Losses for the year 
were twenty-three, which amounted to $55,024. 


An Indianapolis fireman suggests a forty- 
gallon chemical tank, mounted on wheels, with 
2co0 feet of chemical hose as part of the equip- 
ment of theater stages. He says one man 
could handle this, move it quickly and 
promptly extinguish any ordinary blaze. 


After a trial lasting several days Oliver J. 
Kidd dismissed his suit in the Superior 
Court, Indianapolis, against the Hamburg- 
Bremen, the New Hampshire Fire and the 
Western Assurance Company. The suit was 
to collect $5,000 on a wallpaper stock which 
was burned. The defendants alleged fraud, 
claiming that Kidd bought the stock for 
$1,200, and, after selling part of it, took out 
$5.000 of insurance on it. It developed that 
Kidd had not proved his loss. 





Everett.—Insurance men generally have 
been wondering at the seeming increase in the 
business of the Michigan Fire and Marine in 
Pennsylvania during the past year, H. E. 
Everett, special agent of that company, report- 
ing many visits in that State. However, the 
secret is at last out, it having been announced 
that the genial Harry is to wed Miss Florence 
Croghan of Washington, D. C., February 9. 
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WEEK'S NEWS IN. INDIANA. 


TiR. WOLFF TAKES HIS NEW POSITION, 





Has Now Assumed Charge of the 
Field Work in Indiana—Sketch 
of His Career. 


ZEtna’s 


Louis H. Wolff, formerly special agent for 
the Royal in Indiana, assumed charge of the 
same field for the A&tna Insurance Company 
this week. Mr. Wolff is one of the active, 
able and progressive young men of the In- 
diana field and has done fine work. The A®tna 


under his administration will extend its opera- 
tions considerably in the state. 
Mr. Wolff is 40 years of age, is married 





—————— 
Louis H. Wo rr. 


and has two children. He comes from Ger- 
man and Scotch-Irish parentage. He was 
educated at Chickering’s Institute in Cincin- 
nati. Mr. Wolff was in the mercantile busi- 
ness in Topeka until 1890 when he went into 
a local agency there for two years. -In 1892 
he was special agent for the Guardian in 
Colorado, Nebraska and Kansas. When the 
company reinsured he took the Palatine in 
Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska and Kansas until 
1897. He then went with the Royal in Ohio 
and was shortly given charge of the Indiana 
business. Mr. Wolff was president of the 
Indiana State Board in 1902 and made a 
capable official. 





REPORT OF GRAIN DEALERS NATIONAL. 

The financial statement of the Grain Deal- 
ers National Fire of Indianapolis for its first 
year, closing December 31, shows assets of 
$323,211, with no liabilities. The losses for 
the year were six, amounting to $8,207; Sec- 
retary C. A. McCotter, in his report, said: 
“The number and quality of the risks written, 
the expense at which the business has been 
put on the books, the volume of assets, the 
low loss ratio and the net cost to the policy- 
holders for the first year have never been 
equaled by a new mutual company, and the 
record stands as the high-water mark. There 
are 872 mutual policies in force, covering 761 
separate properties. The maximum amount 
subject to any one fire is $5,000 and the av- 
erage liability $3,070. The policies have been 
written for five-year periods, as compared with 
the stock companies’ one-year policies, while 
the expense ratio was only 25 per cent to 
their 38 per cent. The loss ratio was 12 per 
cent, compared with their. average of 54 per 
cent.” The company’s annual meeting occurs 
January 20. 





Try our Globe desk portfolios, 75 cents. 
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STATE TOPICS OF ILLINOIS. 


TRY TO GET OUTSIDE RISKS IN LINE. 











Committee Goes to Monticello and Endeavors 
to Straighten Out Some of the 
Kinks in that Vicinity. 





Committees from the two field organizations 
went to Monticello last week to investigate the 
charges against the agency of W. P. Smith. 
Mr. Smith has not been sending his dailies on 
outside business through the stamping bureau. 
He claimed that agents in other towns in com- 
petition cut rates and he was forced to meet 
this competition. The main agency com- 
plained of was William Schenk of Maroa. 
Arrangements were made to have Mr. Schenk 
report through the stamping secretary and also 
to have the stamping secretary at Champaign 
watch the dailies written by agents of that 
town on adjacent towns. These small towns 
in the vicinity will be rated and it is hoped 
that thus conditions will become clearer. 





WAIL FROM MT STERLING. 

About thirty field men drifted into Mt. Ster- 
ling the other day and since their visitation the 
people are mourning. A local paper says they 
have raised the rates three times in three years 
and now Mr. Murphy’s opera house has to pay 
$2.86, where it used to pay only go cents. 
Among all the agents in this fire insurance 
Sodom there is feund but one Lot and he is 
cutting rates about 25 per cent. It is hoped 
that the goodness of this one just man will 
save the city from destruction, that he single- 
handed will protect the people from the “in- 
stirance trust.” 

++ ++ 
ELECTRIC WIRING IS DEFECT VE. 

The National Board reports that the elec- 
trical wiring at Batavia, Ills., is defective. The 
inspection work has been neglected and both 
the inside and outside wiring are bad. 

The National Board at Elgin, Ill, reports 
that the ordinance regarding electrical inspect- 
ers there is not enforced. Mayor Hubbard, 
however, is a local agent and it is expected 
that he will see that conditions are somewhat 
improved. The inside wiring is defective and 
some merchants use a grounded trolley cur- 
rent. It is likely that the mayor will see to 
it that the city gets better municipal inspec- 
tions. 

++ ++ 
IN LINE FOR A RATE WAR. 

It now looks as if Lincoln is in line for a 
rate war. It is stated that the Lincoln Hotel 
block has been written at 4 per cent for five 
years when the tariff is 6 per cent. Con- 
siderable complaint has been heard recently 
of cut rates at Lincoln, and it is now stated 
that some of the companies are about to take 
radical action. 

++ ++ 
STATEMENTS OF ILLINOIS COMPANIES. 

The Retail Merchants Mutual of Springfield 
shows assets $250,265, liabilities $25,643, in- 
come $2,175, disbursements $47,301, divi- 
dends $19,419. 

Forest City Fire of 
$°€9,424.’ liabilities $349,084, 
disbursements $143,905. 

Millers. Mutual Fire of Alton, assets $998,- 

76, liabilities $81,713, income $123,196, dis- 
buisements $121,832. 

++ ++ 


Rockford, assets 
income $181,694, 


AGENTS HAVE ABOUT ALL CLEARED. 
Danville has lined up on the separation 
erestion without much friction. Phillips, 
Snapp & Phillips syme months ago got union- 
ized, now having an office representing twelve 
com-anies and doing the largest business in 
the city. James H. Phillips of the firm is sec- 
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retary of the Danville Building Association, 
which is the largest one in Illinois. This is 
quite a feeder for the agency. Mr. Phillips 
began writing business with the Home of New 
York in June, 1860, and the company still 
continues in the agency. Local agents control 
all the business in Danville.- 





ILLINOIS NOTES. 


J. W. Sawyer succeeds Sawyer and Hillman 
at Tremont, Ills. 


Hadley and Shuman succeed W. E. Hadley 
at Collinsville, Ills. 


P. J. Eggman of East St. Louis has secured 
the Western Assurance and Star Fire of 
Louisville. 


Pope & Co., with C. R. Pope, B. F. Hughes 
and L. S. McWilliams, have incorporated to 
do a local business. 


The United States Fiscal Agency Company 
has been incorporated at Quincy to conduct 
an insurance agency. ‘The incorporators are 
John E. Vancleave, J. L. Bost and K. G. 
Wilson. 


It is reported that the Illinois Zinc Com- 
pany at Peru, Ill., is carrying light insurance 
and an attempt will be made to secure the co- 
insurance clause or persuade it to carry a 
larger line. 


The Springfield Watch Company of Spring- 
field is contemplating equipping its plant with 
sprinklers. Some figuring has been done on 
the cost of the work and the probable rate 
that will bé obtained. 





ADOPTS METHODS OF OIL COMPANIES. 





Importers & Traders Offers Its Stock to Small 
Investors—Shares Payable on Instal- 
ment Plan. 





The redoubtable P. B. Armstrong of New 
York has adopted a new plan for selling the 
stock of the Importers & Traders Insur- 
ance Company. It is a pity that he cannot 
sell a dollar share for 5 cents, but he is mak- 
ing it easy for the public to purchase the stock 
by offering it on the instalment plan. An ad- 
vertisement in the daily papers headed “Mil- 
lions Made by Fire Insurance Companies” 
skows how much money the existing com- 
paries have made, and how much more the 
Imrorters & Traders can make by limiting its 
expenses to 15 per cent. The management 
announces that the presidency has been ac- 
cepted by Mr. P. B. Armstrong, an under- 
writer of national and international repute. 
Mr. Armstrong has agreed, with the approval 
of the stockholders, to remain president for 
a period of ten years, using his thirty-six 
years’ experience in this business to make the 
company one of the largest dividend-paying 
institutions in the country. Mr. Armstrong 
is willing to become the trustee of any stock- 
helder who wishes him so to act. 

It is the belief of the management that this, 
as an investment, is as safe as the most con- 
servative banking; that prior to the instal- 
ments having been paid in full the company 
will be on a large dividend-earning basis, and 
that within eighteen months thereafter the 
stock will be selling at double the present 
cost. Nevertheless the dear peoplé can still 
buy it at $150 per share, payable in ten monthly 
instalments of $15 each. Stock will be al- 
lotted in accordance with priority of sub- 
scription on which the first monthly instal- 
ment has been made. Come early and avoid 
the rush. 





WISCONS N NOTES. 

Work has been commenced on the new in- 
surance patrol house on the South Side in 
Milwaukee. 

C. F. Voigt, an old resident of Oshkosh, has 
entered the insurance business, representing 
the Capital of New Hampshire. 

The committee of the Milwaukee board, 
which is investigating theaters, has been given 
an extension of time in which to report. 


TINDER WIIRTER. 





FIELD NOTES OF WISCONSIN. 


SOUTHWESTERN WISCONSIN SITUATION 











Local Agent Tells of the Effects of Mutual 
Competition and the General Current 
of Affairs. 





A local agent sends this very comprehensive 
statement of ccnditions in southwestern Wis- 
consin: 


“The past year in general has been very 
favorable to insurance companies in this south- 
western part of Wisconsin. The fire losses 
have been exceptionally few, while the light- 
ning losses were about equal to those of last 
year. Both years having an unusually large 
amount of rain and electric storms, and, of 
course, as naturally would follow, considerable 
damage was done, more so than during the 
dry seasons of past years, but as a whole it 
has been comparatively fair. 

“The greatest obstacle the agents have to 
contend with is the village mutual compa- 
nies, which, by the last legislature, have been 
granted the privilege to transact business all 
over the State. Their agents travel about the 
country, from village to village, seeking busi- 
ness wherever they can and often taking risks 
which other stock companies would not con- 
sider. They take their risks at one-half the 
general required rate. Their wav of gaining 
business is by telling the people that the stock 
company rates were too high and that the offi- 
cers of such companies were enriching them- 
selves at the expense of the public. Such and 
similar statements seems to be their method 
of persuading the people, but they fail to em- 
phasize the probability of an assessment. 

“Besides the village mutual companies, there 
are many other stock companie es trying to gain 
a foothold in this section, which, of course, 
makes competition stronger and stronger each 
year.” 





BUSY MAKING REVISIONS. 

Five raters of the Wisconsin Field Club are 
row kept busy making revisions where towns 
have already been rated. It is found neces- 
sary to visit the larger towns frequently, as the 
local agents clamor for inspectors. At least 
cnce a month it is necessary to visit the larger 
points. 

++ we 
RATES OFF AT CLINTONVILLE. 

Rates have been opened at Clintonville, 
Wis., due, it is alleged, to the competition of 
Agent Balch of Weyauwega, he who made the 
famous affidavit in the contest between In- 
surance Commision Host and the Equitable 
Life. 

++ te 
WISCONSIN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Connecticut—William B. Weller and Eben W. 
lowland, Milwaukee. 

Dubuque F. & M.—C. 
West Superior. 

Lumber Mutual, 
ham, Janesville. 

Metropolitan Fire, Chicago—F. W. Baker, Mari- 
nette; Fred G. Rossman, Merrill. 


. National Assurance—Hugh J. Mulholland, Kau- 
auna. 

Spring Garden—William O. Faist and Henry 
W. Getzlaff, Milwaukee. 

Svea—James W. Good, Albert W. Sanborn, Al- 
lan T. Pray, Ashland. 

Thuringia—James W. Good, Ashland. 

++ ++ 


SPRI‘ GFIELD F. & M. IN WISCONS N. 


‘The Springfield Fire and Marine, according 
to report, will reach about $75,000 this year 
in premiums in Wisconsin. The company is 
pushing out strongly in that State, and Spe- 
cial Agent C. H. Silkworth is making a great 
record. The Springfield is one of the com- 
panies that is taking advantage of the pres- 
ent rates and is putting a large volume of 
business on its books. 


H. Bird and William Gill, 


Boston—Herbert J, Cunning- 





Milwaukee stores handling fire extinguish- 
ing apparatus report increased sales, due to 
the recent agitation following the Iroquois 
es 


’. J. Callen, for a number of years high 
sagnhnts of the Catholic Order of Foresters 
of the United States and Canada, has opened 
an insurance office on the ninth floor of the 
Herman building, in Milwaukee. 
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Legislators Who Will Have Charge of Insur- 
ance Measures During the Present 
Session in the State. 





Des Moines, Ia., January 20—(Special.)— 
As predicted by THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER 
last week, Senator W. P. Whipple of Benton 
county and Representative Emory English of 
Polk county were made the chairmen of the 
insurance committees of the two houses of 
the legislature, which will reconvene to begin 
business next Tuesday. The other members 
of the committee are as follows: 

Senate—Smith of Mitchell, Courtright of 
Blackhawk, Maytag of Jasepr, Bruce of Cass, 
Ericson of Boone, Warren of Marion, Stuck- 
slager of Linn, Young of Calhoun, Turner of 


Taylor, Lyons of Howard and Wade of Bre- 
mer. 


House—Temple of Clarke, Kendall of Mon- 
roe, Flenniken of Clayton, Bailey of Ringgold, 
Carden of Henry, Robinson of Emmet, Lowery 
of Calhoun, Stoltenberg of Scott, Welden of 
Hardin, McElrath of Woodbury, Teter of 
Marion, Lister of Grundy, Skinner of Union, 
Morris of Sioux, Holembeak of Adair, Bo- 
land of Iowa, McCulloch of Wayne, Springer 
of Buchanan, Whiting of Monona, Clary of 
Chickasaw, Geneva of Keokuk, Ritter of Des 
Moines and Heles of Dubuque. 

Senators Lyons and Wade are Democrats, 
as are Representatives Springer, Whiting, 
Clary, Geneva, Ritter and Heles. 

Mr. Whipple is a lawyer, of the firm of 
Whipple & Brown of Vinton, Towa, and Mr. 
English publishes the Valley Junction Express. 
Both men are familiar with insurance matters, 
however, and their committees are regarded 
generally as strong committees. 





FOLLY OF CARRYING ITS OWN LINE. 

The fire at the Iowa capitol recently, in 
which the building suffered a loss of about 
$150,000, illustrates again the folly of the State 
not carrying insurance. It owns about $10,- 
coo,oco worth of property, but carries its own 
risks. It has lost about $1,250,000 by fire in 
the past thirty years. During that time the 
value of its property has averaged about $2,- 
5c0,000. The State Board of Control inves- 
tigated the subject two years ago and de- 
cided that the premiums charged would equal 
the losses suffered. But if insurance was 
covered, the State would be able to rebuild 
immediately, whereas now appropriations must 
precede. 

++ ++ 
CLOSED A SUCCESSFUL YEAR. 

The State Insurance Company of Omaha, 
Neb., has just closed its first year and reports 
its business in a satisfactory state. It con- 
fines its operations to Nebraska, its officers 
and stockholders being leading men of Omaha 
and other parts of the State. A. J. Love, the 
local agent at Omaha, is the secretary and 
manager. 

++ ++ 
DUBUQUE F. & M. OFFICERS. 

At the annual meeting of the Dubuque Fire 
& Marine, John E:lwanger, for several years 
vice-president, was advanced to the presidency, 
vice the late. Thomas Connolly. Maurice Con- 
nolly was elected vice-president. The other 
cfficers and directors were re-elected. 

++ te 
BUREAU’S REPORT ON DES MOINES. 

S. H. Lockett of the Insurance Survey Bu- 
icau has filed a report on the lack of fire 
protection in Des Moines, and has recom- 
irended a large number of expensive changes, 
to which the city authorities and the Com- 
mercial Exchange are giving their attention. 
He criticises Des Moines in general and its 
noticeable lack of fire-fighting equipment is 
especially assailed. Mr. Lockett made sev- 
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eral recommendations which are now being 
given consideration. He emphasized the need 
of building inspection. An improved fire 
alarm system he advocated in his report, the 
addition of one more man on each hose team, 
removal of booths at voting time from the 
fire stations, a new building law, a fireproof 
roof on the pumping station, additional water 
hydrants. 


++ ++ 


LOOSE IS ACQUITTED. 

B. F. Loose of Des Moines, Iowa, has been 
acquitted on the charge of issuing policies of 
insurance without a license from the state 
auditor. The policy on which the State de- 
pended, one issued in the name of the German 
Mutual of Des Moines, had a rider stating 
that it was a copy of a policy that would be is- 
sued as soon as the company 
The State threatens further 


other similar charges. 
++ 


was licensed. 
proceedings on 


+t 
BETTER ARSON LAW WANTED. 

Insurance men at Waterloo, Iowa, will peti- 
tion the legislature to enact a law punishing 
attempted arson. Since L. G. Willing at- 
tempted to burn his stock of goods at Water- 
loo, it has been discovered that he could not 
have been punished but for his confession of 
complicity in other fires. The peti- 
tions will be sent all over the State for sig- 
natures. 


several 


++ ++ 


OBJECT TO TERM RULE. 


Difficulty has arisen in the Des Moines Fire 


Underwriters’ Club over term insurance. A 
rule adopted some time ago forbids writing 
for longer than a five-year term, but some com- 
panies have been writing for six years and 
object to this provision. The subject will 
probably come up at the next meeting. 
++ ++ 

PREMIUM PLAN MAY BE ADOPTED. 

At a meeting of the Minnesota Association 
of Mutua. Fire Insurance Companies the ques- 
tion of changing from the assessment to the 
minimum premium plan was discussed and met 
with considerable favor. Insurance Commis- 
sioner Dearth, who was called in, recom- 
mended the change on the ground that the 
companies would then have ready money with 
which to pay losses. 


++ ++ 


WILL SEEK TO ENJOIN OMAHA. 

The companies will seek an injunction 
against the city of Omaha, restraining it from 
collecting a tax under the revenue law. As 
will be remembered the Supreme Court held 
that the entire law could not be held invalid, 
even if one of the sections was declared un- 
constitutional. The insurance companies held 
that section 58 of the new law relating to in- 
surance is invalid. They will tender the tax 


under the old law. 
at a+ 
MISSOURI RETURNS. 
The following is the business done by some 
of the fire insurance companies in Missouri 
in I¢03: 


Losses 

Company. Premiums. incurred. 
Seen ee. EET OTe $ 70.544 $33,853 
DD SOONERS, eS o's.c:0:d 80a kavece 22,148 11,249 
PR hiv. kterede+ea sees ep 5,549 12,590 
Mechanics & Traders (6 mos.). . SE - wasweas 
Pheemix, Comm. .....scccccesss 129,105 45,425 
Seottish Natl. (3 or 4 mos.).... 2,819 202 

++ ++ 


LOCAL AGENT INTENDS TO DO THINGS. 

A coterie of special agents in Kansas is 
given the credit of “shooting towns.” The 
plan is to go into a town where Union com- 
panies have not much preferred business and 
open rates. T. L. Houge, a local agent at 
Olathe, Kan., states he will bring suit against 
the Hartford, Springfield, German-American, 
Phenix of New York, Fire Association and 
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North British, together with their iil and 
local agerts, alleging that they have been in 
conspiracy to ruin his Mr. Houge 
alleges that the local agents of these companies. 
have been given instructions to cut rates on 
him and endeavor to get the business on their 
books. He will ask that the court annul the 
licenses of the companies to do business in 
that city and will attempt to secure an injunc- 

tion against the special and local agents. 

++ ++ 

WILL SPEND SOME TIME IN CHICAGO. 

George E. 


business. 


Leach, who covers Minnesota 
and the Dakotas for the Norwich Union and 
Indemnity Fire, will hereafter spend some of 
his time in Chicago, assisting his brother, 
Walter Leach, general agent of the companies 
in this territory. 
He ae 
CHARGES AGAINST ELTON ELLIS. 
Under the provisions of the Iowa Fire In- 
surance Underwriters Club in Des 
secretary, Ralph McIntosh, has filed charges 
against Elton Ellis, an agent for the Anchor 
of Des Moines, charging him before the club 
with having violated one of the agreements 
entered into by the association under which 
the writing of six-year policies for five pre- 
miums is strongly prohibited. 


Moines, the 





GENERAL WESTEWYN NOTES. 


The Caledonian has been admitted to Mis- 
souri. 


H. C. Upham, formerly of 
local agents at Jacksonville, IIL, 
ing for the A£tna in Nebraska. 


W. J. Culligan, had the Royal and 
Scottish Union at Joseph, Mo., is now 
in a sanitarium at Davenport, his companies 
being taken by A. S. McGhee. 


The Caledonian Insurance Company of Scot 
land has returned to St. oo and is again 
located in the office of W. H. Markham & Co. 
The company withdrew me St. Louis in 
IQo!. 


Frank F. Holmes of Chicago, secretary of 
the National Association of Local Fire In 
surance Agents, has been invited to deliver 
an address.at the annual banquet of the St 
Paul board on January 30. 


Upham Bros., 
is now travel- 


who 


The loss ratio in Missouri as shown by the 
present statements of the companies thus far 
filed with the Missouri Department will show, 
if maintained by future reports, a material 
decrease over 1902, when the ratio was about 
50 per cent. 


The Federal Court of Appeals at St. Louis 
has entered judgment against several stock- 
holders of the defunct Nebraska Fire for eight 
and one-third per cent of their original sub- 
scriptions to stock with interest. These sub- 
scriptions had never been paid. 


The executive committee of the St. Louis 
Fire Insurance Agents Association met Fri- 
day morning and arranged for the annual as- 
sessment of membership fees. G. D. Mark- 
ham, chairman of the committee, stated that 
c8 per cent of the members had signified their 
intention of continuing tneir membership. 


Meikle & Dodson of Omaha have secured 
the American Central, Mercantile Fire & 
Marine, Title Guaranty & Trust Company 
and several departments of the Maryland Cas- 





ualty. The firm gets the sole agency of the 
Pheenix of Hartford, thus going on a single 
agency basis in the city. The Firemens of 
Newark goes to E. E. Howe in Omaha. 
MISCELLANEOU®* NOTES. 
The Armenia shows assets $312,986; rein- 


surance reserve $39,320; net surplus $15,031. 


The Sea and Lake of Chicago has rein- 
sured its fire business in the Liverpool and 
London and Globe, and its marine business in 
the Federal of New Jersey. 

The National of Hartford and the Hart- 
ford Fire had all their special agent’ visiting 
the western departments this week to meet 
the officials of the companies and talk over 
plans for the year. This is a custom followed 
by both companies and it is appreciated by 
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WO notable addresses were given at 
the January meeting of the Chicago 
Life Underwriters Association. One 
was by Attorney R. W. Breckinridge 
of Omaha, Neb., on “Suicide, Its Relation to 
Life Insurance,” and the other by H. H. Ward, 
president of the National association, on the 
association movement. Mr. Breckinridge said: 
“The intellectual, commercial and industrial 
development of this age has been achieved in 
blood and tears. The price paid by humanity 
for civilization is stupendous. An investiga- 
tion of existent conditions will appall the 
stoutest heart, unless it be hardened to all in- 
fluences save those affecting personal success, 
and the most startling fact of modern life is 
the steady increase of suicide. Every year 
there is an increasing percentage of the popu- 
lations of all civilized countries, who ask 
whether life is worth living, and answering 
for themselves that world-old question in the 
negative, take their lives. 


Prevalence of Suicide. 


“Frederick Hoffman, statistician of the Pru- 
dential Insurance Company, who compiled the 
‘Suicide Record of 1902,’ shows that in fifty 
American cities during that year nearly 
twenty-five hundred persons committed sui- 
cide; ‘or,’ as he puts it, ‘a population equal 
to a fair-sized country town. He finds a 
marked increase over the year 1901 and a 
gain of one per cent over the average of the 
preceding decade. 

“Professor Bailey of Yale, who made a 
study of suicide in the United States for the 
five years 1897 to 1901 inclusive, tabulated in 
that period approximately thirty thousand 
cases. He does not pretend that his statistics 
are complete, and he concedes their fragmen- 
tary character with respect to the southern 
and western portions of the United States. 

“An estimate from our incomplete statistics, 
of the suicides in this country at ten thousand 
annually, is probably less than the number of 
those who ‘take arms against a sea of trou- 
bles and by opposing end them.’ 


Moral Nature of Self-Destruction. 


“Whether suicide, while sane, is under all 
circumstances a sin, is a problem that meta- 
physicians and theologians may wrestle with. 

“Whether the suicide is a coward depends 
on the point of view, and the reason he may 
have for taking his life. The two primary in- 
stincts of man are the procreative and the 
preservative. But for the first of these, the 
generations would not have appeared in end- 
less succession; without the second, the babe 
would refuse its nourishment, men would 
cease their toil for bread, infinite pains would 
no longer be taken to prolong the existence of 
the crippled and diseased; and the human\race 
would soon die out. 

“Life is the most precious thing we have. 
Love and health sweeten it; grief, sickness 
and poverty minimize its pleasures, while 
comfortable surroundings intensify them; and 
therefore it may not be fair to sneak of the 
suicide as a coward, who voluntarily destroys 
what to the majority of mankind is most val- 
uable, and who plunges deliberately and pre- 
maturely into the oblivion of the tomb and the 
mystery of the life beyond it. The suicide 
may be a coward; if he will not accept the 
penalty of his wrong doing; or if, like a worm 
crawls into a hole, he seeks death as a mere 
hiding place to evade the responsibilities 1m- 
posed upon him by the social compact or the 
laws of nature, he is a coward, execrated of 
all men; for the attitude of the race towards 
cowardice is instinctive. 


Degeneracy the Cause. 


“Whether self-destruction raises a_presump- 
tion of insanity may be doubted. There are, 
of course, many insane suicides; the two 
states of mental degeneracy—the one that un- 
seats reason and the other that induces sui- 
cide—are cognate, but not necessarily identi- 
cal. ae 

“Among the ancients the fear of slavery was 
a strong incentive to self-destruction, and 








there were in addition a few notable ‘volun- 
tary deaths from patriotic motives; with these 
exceptions, and excepting also those who, like 
the devotees of Brahma and Buddha, regard 
life as a calamity and death as a boon, the 
suicide has been in all ages and under all 
conditions, a degenerate; and he has been in 
his own person the self-appointed executioner 
of that doom pronounced upon him _ by 
nature, of unfitness for life. 

“The custom has prevailed in the orient, 
from time immemorial for the incurably or 
painfully diseased to cast themselves into 
some sacred stream. Self-decapitation, fire, 
belly-rip or hara-kira, hanging and starvation, 
were formerly, and still are, also resorted to 
by these oriental fanatics whose distorted 
views of life so outrage nature that she took 
and still takes the short cut, by suicide, to 
eliminate them, as unfit to live. 


Views of the Ancients. 


“The number of eminent Greeks and 
Romans who took their own lives is astound- 
ing. Seneca advocated suicide in these words: 
‘Does life please you? Live on. Does it 
not? Go from whence you came. No vast 
wound is necessary; a mere puncture will se- 
cure your liberty.’ 

“Epictetus, who came after Seneca, said: ‘Tf 
you don’t like life, you may leave it; the door 
is open, begone! A _ little smoke. though, 
ought not to frighten you away. Be patient 
awhile and the trouble may pass.’ 


The Law Takes Cognizance. 


“Later, among the Greeks, suicide was made 
illegal, the suicide’s memory was dishonored 
and his body subjected to indignity. By the 
Roman law, suicide was held justified if occa- 
sioned by disgust of life, grief, the disgrace 
of insolvency or physical suffering; also if 
committed when insane, the distinction be- 
tween suicide, sane and insane, being thus 
early drawn. 

“Said the Emperor Antonninus to A. Aquila: 
‘Only the goods of those persons are appro- 
priated to the public treasury, who from fear 
of a crime charged and admitted and fear of 
a future sentence, lay hands upon themselves. 
Therefore, if it appears that your brother or 
father committed suicide by hanging, not by 
reason of any crime charged, but by reason of 
some bodily pain or weariness of life or mad- 
ness or insanity or other casualty, their prop- 
erty shall belong to their successors whether 
fixed by testafent or by law on _ intestacy. 
Code 9, 50, 1 (A. D., 212). 

“Marcianus, writing in the third century, 
A. D., «said: ‘Persons who commit suicide 
while charged with crime or after having 
been caught in the commission of an offense, 
through fear of criminal prosecution, have no 
heirs. * It is important to ascertain 
from what motive one has committed suicide; 
just as when the question is whether one who 
has laid hands on himself and has not com- 
pleted the act, ought to be punished. For he 
should be punished in every case unless he 
was moved to do this by weariness of life or 
impatience of some grief.’ Digest, 8, 21, 3. 


Increase in The Dark Ages. 


“Little is known of the extent of suicide dur- 
ing the middle ages. But though human life 
has taken on values unknown in the darkness 
of that long night, the steady increase of self- 
destruction denotes an equivalent of degen- 
eracv, and a growing menace to society. 

“Dr. Morselli. the eminent Italian psvcholo- 
gist and statistician, says: ‘The certainty of 
the figures and the regularity of the progress- 
ive increase of suicide. from the time when 
statistics were first collected to now is such 
and so great, even in respect te countries dif- 
ferent in race, religion, and number of inhabi- 
tants, that it is not possible to explain it 
otherwise than as an effect of that universal 
and complex influence to which we give the 
name of civilization.’ 

A Disease of Civilization. 

“There are at least two causes of the de- 
generacy respvonsible for svicide. 

“First: Modern civilization greatly excites 
mental activities; the passions of men in a 





state of nature are as nothing to the passion 
for money and power dominating a stock or 
gain exchange, or a scramble for the spoils 
of politics. Haeckel remarks that amongst 
individuals ‘it is not he that is furnished 
with the best revolver that conquers, but the 
most intelligent, or the most astute; in short, 
he conquers in whom the cerebral develop- 
ment is highest.’ (Morselli.) 

“The civilized man differs from the savage 
only in the expression of his emotions; anger, 
hate, love, pride, fear, revenge, are the com- 
mon possession of the university product and 
the bushman: the latter is, however, not a 
bundle of nerves, and the former, if not so by 
inheritance, may, after he has been in poli- 
tics, practiced law, or solicited life insurance 
for a time, become one. Civilization is the 
net result achieved through the inexorable law 
of the survival of the fittest; the defeated go 
down, while the successful swing on, and it 
is the men and women defeated of the prizes 
of life who swell the silent ranks of the sui- 
cides. Defeat in life’s struggle means to one, 
hunger; to another, loss of love, which may 
result from the death of a loved one, or an 
unrequitted love; to another financial disas- 
ter; to another, disappointed ambition; to an- 
other, dishonor; and defeat along any of these 
lines affects the brain, which, under our com- 
plex civilization, is the principal instrument 
of civilized man, whatever his situation or 
environment. 


Investigations Among the Insane. 


“While investigating this subject I visited a 
great asylum for the insane in a neighboring 
city, where I talked with a number of men 
and women possessing the suicidal tendency, 
and the foregoing deductions received full 
confirmation. One stalwart’ young farmer, 
struggling against adverse conditions, had lost 
his wheat crop, had lost hope, and tried to 
hang himself. The day of our interview he 
was rational but feared a return of the im- 
pulse and begged the physician in charge to 
protect him against himself. Another patient 
had thought for a year or more about suicide. 
She doubted her husband’s love, and finally 
set fire to the house and saw three of her chil- 
dren perish in the flames from which she and 
the others were rescued with great difficulty. 
Another whose struggle against poverty had 
been life-long, said she had nothing to live 
for, and quietly and calmly informed the at- 
tendant in charge of her that if she could, 
she would take her life that day. 

“Others disclosed an interesting variety of 
causes for their suicidal desires which , may 
not be here recounted. 


Opinions of Experts. 


“Professor Bailey says: ‘There has always 
been a tendency shown by those who have 
studied the subject of suicide to put all doubt- 
ful cases under the head of despondency, and 
as a result this has been a great catch-all, 
reaching beyond justifiable proportions. In a 
sense it is true that all suicides are a result of 
despondency, unless we go to the length of 
accepting the doctrine that when a man takes 
his own life he is temporarily insane. But in 
the vast majority of cases there are other 
causes, more or less hidden, which if known 
would place the victim under a different cate- 
gory. * Despondency is the leading 
inotive, claiming about 20 per cent of the 
victims. Business loss, ill health and insanity 
follow in order with about 13 per cent, each. 
Then follow disappointment in love, with the 
remaining motives far in the rear.’ 

“These considerations do not apply to the 
natural man: among the negroes, who have 
associated with the white man for only a few 
generations, there are but one-tenth as many 
suicides as among the whites; and among our 
Indian tribes who have had less of white civil- 
ization and less of white contamination than 
the negroes, only one suicide occurs to 
eighteen among the negroes. 

“Where civilization is highest, the struggle 
for life is fiercest, and there we meet with the 
greatest number of break-downs. Where civil- 
ization is highest there life is most artificial, 
and there we meet with the most rapid degen- 
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eration of the stock. It is a sad fact that 
suicide, all the world over, occurs in inverse 
ratio to ignorance. To the untutored savage 
it is almost unknown, and it increases regu- 
larly as we rise step by step through the vari- 
ous grades of civilization. Nor is it self-de- 
struction alone that thus dogs the footsteps 
of culture; insanity and many other of the 
worst ills that flesh is heir to take the same 
course. They are a price put upon knowledge 
by nature, and it must be paid.’”—Strahan. 
*“Suicide is unmistakably a disease of civili- 
zation. 
Influence of Heredity. 


“Second: Heredity. This is a law to which 
no intelligent man dare shut his eyes. No 
philosophy can abolish it; no school of men- 
tal science can banish it; it is as fixed as any 
other law of life and operates for the weal 
and woe of individuals and society., 

“Maudsley says: ‘It is indeed striking and 
startling to observe how strong the suicidal 
bent is apt to be in those whd have inherited 
it, and how seemingly trivial a cause will stir 
it into action. Persons afflicted by it will 
sometimes put an end to themselves on the 
occasion of some petty contrariety, or when 
they are a little out of sorts, and with almost 
as little concern as if they were only taking a 
short journey.’ 

“And again: ‘It is notable how strongly 
hereditary this suicidal insanity often is, and 
how desperate are its manifestations * * * 
even when there is no other sign of mental 
alienation * * * The suicidal propensitv 
is inherited like the tricks of movement which 
run in families; it may be latent or dormant 
while the individual is strong and healthy. 
and-all things are going well with him, but if 
his nervous energy be exhausted, and the tone 
of his system depressed by any cause, then it 
springs into activity, and may display itself 
in a convulsive energy. In this state it seems 
as if it were independent of the operations of 
the mind, which is otherwise rational, as if it 
were a demon that had taken possession of the 
man, and ruled him in spite of reason and 
will.” (Responsibility in Mental Disease.) 


. Heredity’s Manifestations. 


“The inheritance of family tricks of move- 
ment is a forcible illustration of this law. I 
have in mind a family consisting of five 
brothers; I know one of them well, the other 
four but slightly. I can identify as a brother 
of my friend any one of these four men, 
without seeing his face, by the swing he gives 
to his shoulders and the toss of his head; 
and not one of the five is conscious of any 
peculiarity. Everybody can recall instances 
of these tricks of movement in families. 

“Dr. James L. Greene, superintendent of the 
Nebraska Hospital for the Insane at Lincoln, 
has had under his personal care between 5,000 
and 6,000 insane persons, and of these over 
60 per cent inherited their insane tendencies. 
He has had under his personal care and ob- 
servation over 1,000 persons with suicidal ten- 
dencies, includipg those who were foiled in 
their attempts upon their lives, as well as 
those who succeeded, of whom over 90 per 
cent inherited a predisposition to suicide. Dr. 
Greene says the suicidal tendency may be 
transmitted not only by persons with a similar 
tendency, but by those who have some other 
type of mental disease, or epilepsy, or some 
other pronounced form of physical or mental 
degeneracy. 

Relation to Life Insurance. 


“Having shown that suicide is a disease of 
civilization, that it is transmissible by the law 
of heredity, and that it is steadily increasing, 
its relation to life insurance becomes apparent. 
The conditions which have bred suicide and 
are responsible for its increase were created 
before life insurance became a factor in the 
business of the world. Vice-President Hol- 
combe, of the Phcenix Mutual Life Insurance 
Company recently said 

“Tt has been only within the past forty 
years that the public recognition of the value 
of life insurance has been such as to raise 
this business to a position in which it not 
only plays an important part in social prob- 
lems but also affects the financial life of the 
nation.’ 

Necessity of Selection. 

“It does now play an important part. To 
make suitable provisions against death and 
old age, men and women of all social and 
finarcial grades, from the day laborer to the 
president of the United States, confidently 
pay their money to the great insurance com- 
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panies. Their confidence can be kept invio- 
late and the integrity of the contract pre- 
served, only by a careful scrutiny of all appli- 
cants for insurance. An individual who has 
within him the seeds of death transmitted 
to him from his forefathers, is not a fit sub- 
ject for insurance; it matters not whether the 
premature death of an assured results from a 


_consumptive tendency or a suicidal tendency ; 


he is not an insurable risk. Consumption is 
said to be responsible for a greater number 
of deaths than any other known cause. But 
medical science is on the alert to discover 
some new and improved method of treating 
this scourge and to reduce the number of its 
victims; the consumptive himself fights for 
life with a grim determination to postpone his 
day of doom. And who can tell what in a 
few generations may happen? With improved 
sanitary and hygienic conditions; with new 
discoveries in medicine, it may be possible to 
do for the consumptive what has been done 
for those stricken with smallpox and diph- 
theria. 
Science Can Do Nothing. 


“This disease of civilization is a different 
thing. We live at a rate that would have 
astounded our fathers. Science is making no 
headway against the increase of suicide. It 
is practically powerless to cope with the con- 
ditions which create suicide. The suicide is 
fertile in expedients to ‘shuffle off this mor- 
tal coil.’ The percentage of suicides whose 
lives are covered by insurance is likewise in- 
creasing. The records of the courts show 
this fact and the statistics of every company 
in the world furnish additional proof of it. 
Mr. Hoffman, in the paper already referred 
to, says: ‘The subject is one deserving the 
most careful attention on the part of all in- 
surance companies interested in the best de- 


velopment of the business and the protection % 


of the policyholders. For, as pointed out in a 
medical journal some years since, after dis- 
cussing the views of those who would not 
hesitate to realize upon life insurance at the 
expense of others, “We believe that there are 
not a few who at certain periods of their 
lives think less of their own lives than they 
do of the comfort of their families, and are 
ready to tfdertake to realize on their life in- 
surance for the benefit of the latter.”’ 
Uninsurable Classes. 

“The supposed distinction between insurance 
on lives and insurance on visible property 
upon the ground that the one is an agreement 
to pay a certain sum at the death of the in- 
sured without reference to any actual damage, 
and the other an undertaking of indemnity 
for loss, is not based upon the true conception 
of the real principles w hich underlie the policy 
of life insurance for, ‘in the one case, the 


‘thing the loss of which is made good or modi- 


fied, is capital which produces income, and in 
the other it is a life with physical and mental 
vigor sufficient to produce an income over 
and above the cost of subsistence. Many 
lives do not possess these qualities, and it is 
only with those which do that life insurance 
in its legitimate field has to deal.’-—Holcombe. 

“An individual possessed of a suicidal tend- 
ency, or one who, in possession of his faculties, 
insures himself*in contemplation of suicide, 
is no more a_ legitimate subject of insur- 
ance merely because he may have the capacity 
to transact business and earn money, than is 
a building which has been condemned as un- 
safe, although it is still occupied and pro- 
duces rental for its owner. 

Evil Effects of Competition. 

“But the spirit of expansion and the keen- 
ness of commercial rivalry have taken posses- 
sion of the life insurance companies; one by 
one, modifications of the policy have been made 
to secure an increase in the volume of risks 
and receipts through the so-called ‘liberal- 
ity’ of the contract; and now several com- 
panies have stricken out of their policies all 
reference to suicide; nearly all the others make 
them non-contestable for suicide, sane or in- 
sane, in from one to three years; and this, not- 
withstanding the tendency of judicial decisions 
is to sustain contracts avoiding liability if 
death occurs from suicide. The varying 
phraseology of different policies has given rise 
to four lines of decisions. 

Four Lines of Decisions. 

“By the first, liability is denied in case of 
suicide when the policy is by its terms 
avoided for death resulting from suicide when 
sane. 

“The second sustains the policy provision 
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avoiding it 1f the assured takes his life while 
either sane or insane. 

“The third requires the insanity which will 
void the policy for suicide to be more than 
mere inability to distinguish between right 
and’ wrong; and relieves the company only 
when it is shown that the assured had not 
sufficient reason remaining to enable him to 
determine the physical consequence of the 
act resulting in death; placing suicide result- 
ing from this degree of insanity in the cate- 
gory of accidents. 

“The fourth holds that though the policy 
makes no reference to suicide, there can be 
no recovery if it be established that the 
assured committed suicide while sane—and 
this upon the ground of public policy. 


Authorities Cited. 


“Insurance Co. vs. Terry, 15 Wall., 580, 
comes within the first class; the Supreme 
Court of the United States therein thus stated 
the rule: ‘We hold the rule on the question 
before us to be this: If the assured, being 
in the possession of his ordinary reasoning 
faculties, from anger, pride, jealousy, or a de- 
sire to escape from the ills of life, intention- 
ally takes his own life, the proviso attaches, 
and there can be no recovery. If the death is 
caused by the voluntary act of the assured, 
he knowing and intending that his death shall 
be the result of his act, but when his reason- 
ing faculties are so far impaired that he is 
not able to understand the moral character, 
the general nature, consequences, and effect of 
the act he is about to commit, or when he is 
impelled thereto by an insane impulse, which 
he has not the power to resist, such death is 
not within the contemplation of the parties 
to the contract, and the insurer is liable.’ 

“Of the second class is Bigelow vs. Berk- 
shire Life Insurance Company, 93 U. S., 284, 
in which the Supreme Court says: ‘Nothing 
can be clearer than that the words “sane or 
insane” were introduced for the purpose of 
excepting from the policy any intended self- 
destruction whether the insured was of sound 
mind or in a state of insanity. These words 
have a precise, definite, well understood mean- 
ing. No one could be misled by them; nor 
could an expansion of this language more 
clearly express the intention of the parties. 
In the popular as well as in the legal sense, 
suicide means, as we have seen, the death 
of a party by his own voluntary act; and this 
condition, based as it is on the construction 
of the language, informed the holder of the 
policy that, if he purposely destroyed his own 
life the company would secure exemption 
from liability. For the purposes of this suit, 
it is enough to say that if the assured be con- 
scious of the physical nature of the act he is 
committing, and intended by it to cause his 
death, the policy is avoided although at the 
time he was incapable of judging between 
right and wrong, and did not understand the 
moral consequences of what he was doing. 


Kentucky Decision. 


“Of the third class is Mutual Life Insurance 
Company, vs. Daviess’, Executor, 87 Ky., 541, 
in which it is said: ‘The jury should be left 
to determine from all the evidence before 
them, whether the insured, at the time of the 
killing, had mind enough to know that if he 
fired the pistol ball through his head it would 
likely produce death, and fired the shot with 
that intention. * * * The mere fact that 
the insured was insane when he took his life 
is not, of itself, sufficient to defeat the recov- 
ery. There are many phases of insanity. The 
mind may become so wrecked as to render 
one incompetent to form a purpose or to exe- 
cute that purpose when formed; one may be 
rational on some subjects and insane as to 
others, or his mind in such a condition as to 
relieve him from moral as well as legal re- 
sponsibility, and still have mind enough to 
know that to shoot himself through the head 
would result in self-destruction, and if with 
reason enough to know this fact, he commits 
the act with the intent to take his life, it is a 
bar to recovery. * * * If the firing of the 
pistol was not intentional, because of the un- 
consciousness on the part of the insured that 
such an act would take his life, the * * * 
shooting * * * must be regarded as the 
result of accident as much so as if the pistol 
had gone off unexpectedly to the insured and 
killed him.’ 

The Ritter Case. 

“Of tke fourth class is Ritter vs. Mutual 
Life Insurance Company, 169 U. S., 139. The 
facts of the case are these: ‘A man already 
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insured to the extent of $315,000, increased his 
insurance shortly before his death to about 
$500,000. The insurance company charged 
that he obtained the additional insurance in- 
tending to take his own life and out of the 
moneys paid to his estate upon his policies, 
make provision for his family and the pay- 
ment of large sums due certain persons whom 
he had defrauded. 
death he wrote a letter to his partner avowing 
that his debts must be paid, and that they 
could only be paid with his life. ‘The letter 
concluded: “This is a sad ending of a prom- 
ising life, but I deserve all the punishment I 
may get. Only I feel my debts must be paid. 
This sacrifice will do it, and only this. I was 
faithful until two years ago. Forgive me. 
Don’t publish this.” 

“‘On the same day he wrote to his aunt, to 
whom he was indebted in a large sum, saying, 
among other things: ‘Forgive me for the 
disgrace I bring upon you, but it is the only 
way I can pay my indebtedness to you.” He 
left a memorandum for his executor which 
clearly established his sanity. There was no 
provision in the policy which referred to the 
question of suicide.’ 


Justice Harlan’s Opinion. 


“Justice Harlan, who wrote the opinion 
of the court said : ‘It is contended that 
the court erred in saying to the jury, as 
in effect, it did, that intentional self-destruc- 
tion, the assured being of sound mind, is in 
itself a defense to an action upon a life policy, 
even if such policy does not in express words 
declare that it shall be void in the event of 
self-destruction when the assured is in sound 
mind. But is it not an implied condition of 
such a policy that the assured will not pur- 
posely, when in sound mind, take his own life, 
but will leave the event of his death to depend 
upon some cause other than wilful, deliber- 
ate self-destruction? Looking at the nature 
and object of life insurance, can it be sup- 
posed to be within the contemplation of either 
party to the contract that the company shall 
be hable upon its promise to pay, where the 
assured, in sound mind, by destroying his own 
life intentionally precipitates the event upon 
the happening of which such liability was to 
arise? 
* # * * * * + 
There is another consideration supporting the 
contention that death intentionally caused by 
the act of the assured when in sound mind— 
the policy being silent as to suicide—is not 
deemed to have been within the contempla- 
tion of the parties; that is, that a different 
view would attribute to them a purpose to 
make a contract that could not be enforced 
without injury to the public. A contract, the 
tendency of which is to endanger the public 
interests or injuriously affect the public good, 
or which is subversive of sound morality, 
ought never to receive the sanction of a court 
of justice or be made the foundation of its 
judgment.” 

“The following language from the Supreme 
Court of Alabama is quoted by Justice Har- 
lan: ‘Death, the risk of life insurance, the 
event upon which insurance money is paya- 
ble, is certain of occurrence. The uncertainty 
of the time of its occurrence is the material 
element and consideration of the contract. 
It cannot be in the contemplation of the par- 
ties that the assured, by his own criminal act, 
shall deprive the contract of its material ele- 
ment; shall vary and enlarge the risk, and 
hasten _the day of pavment of the insurance 
money.’ — ~ Supreme Commandery vs. Ains- 
worth, Ala.,; 436. 

Bad New Jersey Dectrine. 

“As opposed to this declaration of the United 
State Supreme Court, the New Jersey Court 
of Errors and Appeals (in Campbell vs. 
Supreme Conclave, 54 L. R. A., 576), gave 
utterance to the following pernicious doc- 
trine : 

““As to the public good requiring the dis- 
couragement of suicide, there may be also 
two opinions. The paternal theory of gov- 
ernment- does not here prevail. The common 
law condemned suicide * * * not only for 
religious reasons but for the “temporal one 
that the king has an interest in the preserva- 
tion of all his subjects, and doubtless the same 
is true of an organized commonwealth and its 
citizens ; but IT cannot see that the public good 
is more concerned to prolong a life that may 
be worthless to the public than to secure to 
creditors their just demands, or to afford a 
maintenance to wife and children. Insurers 
may guard their interests in their contracts. 


On the day before his ° 





I know no public policy more useful than that 
which holds contractors to nerformance.’ 

“This is unique as an expression of judicial 
opinion touching a matter of public morality 
and public policy. To encourage men to com- 
mit suicide to pay their debts or to furnish 
support to their wives and children out of the 
proceeds of life insurance policies, is to make 
self-murder heroic, and thievery respectable. 
Such a view may be justified by the pessimis- 
tic philosophy of ‘Schopenhauer and Nordau, 
both of whom are pagans in their respectful 
attitude towards suicide if Seneca was a 
pagan; but the public policy of the Anglo- 
Saxon is not, and never will be based upon 
any such philosophy. 


Attitude of DifferentjStates. 


“Six members of the New Jersey court repu- 
diated the views of the majority, saying: ‘Re- 
covery in this case is to some extent an en- 
couragement of suicide. The majority jus- 
tified their paganism by citing a statute of 
Missouri which does not permit the defense 
of suicide in a suit to collect life insurance 
unless it be established at the trial that the 
insured had resolved to commit suicide at the 
time he made application for the policy. (Etna 
Life Insurance Company vs Florida, C. C. A. 
eighth circuit, 69 Fed., 932.) 

“A fact of startling significance to be con- 
sidered in connection with this statute and the 
public sentiment that tolerates it, is that the 
city of St. Louis leads the list of suicides for 
1902 and has maintained that unenviable pre- 
eminence for the past decade. 

“he December, 1903, number of the In- 
surance Magazine, published at Kansas City, 
Mo., contains the following comment on this 
statute: 

‘Suicide is protected and encouraged by law 
in this State. John Doe, a dishonest man, in- 
eg in debts that he cannot pay, secures a 
large life policy and ends his life. The policy 
is paid. Among fifty large cities, St. Louis 
has led the ‘suicide list since 1892, in propor- 
tion to population.’ 

To the contrary is the New York penal code 
which declares that ‘suicide is deemed a grave 
public wrong’ and punishes as a felony by 
imprisonment, or fine an unsuccessfgil attempt 
at sticide. 

Public Policy. 


“On this question gf public policy the obser- 
vations of the Lords Justices in the Court of 
Appeal in Ireland, in the recent case of 
Agnew vs. The Belfast Banking Company, 2 
I. R. (1896) 204, are of interest. That case 
involved the validity of a donatio mortis causa 
made in contemplation of the suicide of the 
donor. The opinion of acting Chancellor 
Walker contains the following language: ‘I 
think that a gift is utterly void as against 
public policy which is to take effect on and 
not until the commission of a felony by the 
giver, and that felony of the highest form; 
for we know the terrible consequences which 
English law imposed on a felo de se.’ 

“Another justice said: ‘The transfer sought 
to be effected here is so tainted, I may say 
saturated, with criminal illegality (if it is 
to be treated as the act of a sane person, re- 
sponsible for her actions) that it is impossi- 
ble on grounds of public policy to attach to 
it any validity whatever.’ 

“Still another member of the court said: ‘T 
hold that it is against public policy to uphold 
a gift which is intended to take effect by 
means of voluntary self-destruction.’ 

“A fourth member of the court observed: 
‘I concur in the judgment of the court. I 
rest my decision on the broad ground that to 
allow a gift made by a person about to com- 


mit suicide and intending by that felonious ‘ 


act to give effect to the gift, to be lawful as a 
donatio mortis causa, would offend against 
public policy.’ 

Humanity’s Interest. 


“There is a beautiful custom in the leper set- 
tlement of Molokai of saluting the freed soul 
with glad music as soon as death opens the 
prison door of that life. The suicide whose 
very act of self-destruction denotes a degen- 
eracy as pronounced as that of the leper, 
transmits to his posterity the possibility of an 
equal curse, and only dirges whose echoes 
may wail in the ears of unborn generations, 
follow the flight of his spirit. 

“Crime and insanity are now recognized as 
diseases of civilization, and science and philan- 
thropv have joined hands to treat them along 
new lines. There is a general demand for 
prison reform. Legislatures are responding, 





though slowly, to the claim, based on the re- 
sults of scientific research, that the criminal 
may not be morally responsible for his actions 
and that the necessary punishment of crime 
may not deter others who are similarly mor- 
ally constituted from the commission of like 
offenses. Students of mental disease demand 
laws forbidding the intermarriage of the pre- 
disposed to crime and insanity, so as to pre- 
vent the propagation of the degenerate. Re- 
cent achievements in surgery have made avail- 
able invaluable aids to the sociologist and 
humanitarian. 


Haman Kindness the Cure. 


“Life and death contend for the mastery of 
every human being from the moment of his 
birth, and death, characterized by Saint Paul 
as ‘the last enemy, has never been van- 
quished but once. All we can secure out of 
that conflict is length of days. Longevity is a 
capital prize, and science and philosophy ren- 
der their greatest public service in teaching 
how it may be attained.. Countless lives have 
been given up to ameliorate “human suffer- 
ing and to secure long life. The State, in the 
exercise of its police power, maintains emer- 
gency hospitals and provides for the separa- 
tion from the remainder of the community of 
those afflicted with contagious and infectious 
diseases; so far do these regulations extend 
that when some household pet dies from 
scarlet fever or diphtheria, he is denied a 
Christian burial. 


Conditions Need Regeneration. 


“The prevalence in this country, of any other 
disease, of mind of body, causing ten thou- 
sand deaths, annually, would startle the na- 
tion into activity to check it; but to the awful 
fact that ten thousand suicides occur every 
year, the American people are supinely indif- 
ferent. ‘Man’s inhumanity to man,’ grief, 
dishonor, financial disaster, defeat in any form, 
will claim suicidal victims, so long as the race 
is what it is; but a social order based on the 
brotherhood of man, which so disregards the 
individual as to breed conditions making pos- 
sible ten thousand suicides annually, needs 
regeneration. The twentieth century in this 
republic ought to be worth living but that 
such large and increasing numbers deny it, is 
a prophecy of woe. As a precaution against 
disaster, society must reduce this degeneracy; 
and as kindness is the one thing that will re- 
deem the world, no individual may shirk his 
responsibility to strive for that social equili- 
brium in which each man_ shall observe 
towards his neighbor the law of kindness 
which only will destroy ‘the ape and the tiger’ 
within us. 


Duties of Life Companies, 


“As a practical matter, if all life insurance 
policies were avoided by their terms provided 
the assured commits suicide, sane or insane, 
without regard to the degree of his insanity, 
during a period of five or seven years from 
the date of the policy, the interests of those 
who have a right to insurance would be better 
safeguarded and the suicide rate would de- 
crease. These problems affecting society may 
require drastic measures; they demand solu- 
tion. The great companies which you gentle- 
men represent ought to lead a movement for 
regeneration, and instead of making it easy 
for the suicide to gain his unnatural desire, 
put up the bars so that the ‘liberal’ life insur- 
ance policy will ew self-murder.” 


President Ward’s Address. 
President H. H. Ward of the National Asso- 
ciation of Life Underwriters spoke on “The 
Need of Individual Effort.” He said: 


“Whither are we drifting? At the Baltimore 
convention this seemed to be the burden of 
thought of the older and wiser heads, those 
gentlemen who had been responsible for the 
creation of the National Association of Life 
Underwriters, and who have, since its crea- 
tion, done so much for its growth and pros- 
perity. 

“As one of the comparatively new men in 
National association affairs, this feeling im- 
pressed itself upon me; indeed, it seemed to 
me as if a number of new convention goers felt 
that serious problems were in the air affecting 
the association movement. The matter quickly 
came to the attention of the convention on 
the floor, and a committee of three was ap- 
pointed to devise ways and means whereby the 
burdens of the president might be lightened, 
so that a man, if tendered the position, would 
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not be compelled to refuse, through lack of 
time and money, to conduct the office. 


Association Movement Must Not Drift. 


“I believe that we can for a few moments 
profitably give thought to this subject which 
so vitally pertains to the welfare of the Na- 


tional Association of Life Underwriters. Are 
we drifting? Should we drift? No! Can 
you imagine a. Chicagoan as ‘drifting?’ Can 


you imagine a successful life insurance man 
as ‘drifting?’ Again, no! Drifting is not a 
word which belongs to the twentieth century 
business man, and it is not a word to which 
the men who have made Chicago will sub- 
scribe. The drifters are those who go down 
stream towards that great and placid sea 
called ‘oblivion.’ 

“One of the popular mottoes of the day is 
‘Any dead fish can float down stream, but 
it takes a live one to swim up.” The men who 
have created the various local organizations 
of life underwriters, and particularly the men 
who have created the National Association of 
Life Underwriters, have not been the ones 
who are floating down stream, but rather they 
belong to that class who are swimming up. 
Therefore, with such men, why should we 
think of ‘drifting?’ 

Where Would Drifting Lar d Us? 


“But since this statement has been made let 
us see what the result would be were it true. 
Imagine for a moment our National association 
as a boat load of men on the water. We know 
it is impossible for any boat to remain station- 
ary, even in a becalmed sea; there must be 
some movement, either the boat must go for- 
ward, or it must drift, if at sea, or go down 
stream, if in fresh water. The boat by itself 
can only move as the elements move it; but 
to that boat is attached oars and a rudder; 
at the oars are placed oarsmen; at the rudder 
a steersman; the steersman alone may be able 
to direct the boat in.its drifting or floating; 
but, unaided, he cannot force the boat up 
stream; it is necessary that the oarsmen do 
their part. There may be others in the boat, 
who as passengers add so much dead weight, 
increasing the work of the oarsmen. 

“ Drifting’ would imply that the progress 
of the national association boat was left en- 
tirely to the man at the rudder—the president 

—and after three months in the office I am 
firmly of the opinion that if the National 
association movement should at any time be 
left to the president, ‘drifting’ would be the 
result. It is just as impossible for the presi- 
dent to guide this association through the 
breakers alone, as it is impossible for the 
steersman, unaided, to send the boat on its 
course. 

There Must be Co-Operati n. 


“IT am not willing at this time to admit that 
the president, or steersman, need be without 
his oarsmen. The organization, as it exists, 
is good; but we will not say that it cannot be 
improved upon. ‘With proper assistance from 
the three vice-presidents, the executive com- 
mittee, and the other officers, and the co-oper- 
ation of the membership, the National associa- 
tion should be able to accomplish great re- 
sults. One who has ever belonged to a boat 
crew can appreciate what it means to have a 
weak or inexperienced oarsmen on that crew; 
what with his splashing and spasmodic strokes, 
it is a question whether he is not a greater 
hindrance than help in a place where success 
depends entirely upon united action. In this 
National association boat the more oarsmen 
we have, and the fewer dead weights, the 
greater will be our progress. Fortunately there 
s opportunity for every passenger to effect- 
vely put in his oar. 

“The question now before us is, shall this 
hoat of ours be allowed to drift on unknown 
eas, through lack of co-operation; or shall 
ve, by united effort, send it through the storm, 
icross the bar.and into the harbor of suc- 
ess? 

Individual Effort Is Required. 


“You who are accustomed to do things on a 
arge scale; you, who are spending your lives 
nid the bustle of one of the wonders of this 
ge of civilization, you can perhaps appreciate 
“ven more than the man from the small town, 
he value and the need of individual effort in 
rder that we may make of our association 

hat it was intended to be. 

“Imagine, if you can, what life insurence 
0-day in this land would be if the applicants 
were compelled in each case to enter an in- 





surance office to secure the protection of in- 
surance. Applications are not secured in this 
way, but by the individual effort of the agent. 

“You and I have become so accustomed to 
hear of figures in the millions, and even now 
in the billions, that the mere statement of the 
size of our business is apt to make but little 
impression upon us when heard, and yet this 
result is obtained only by the combined efforts 
of the home office force and the field force in 
preparing for and presenting to the public, 
contracts which have stood between them and 
want. 

Why Have We Progressed No Faster ? 


“All honor to the man who conceived the 
idea of this association movement, and also 
to him who launched it on a_ successful 
career. He has now gone. from us, but the 
mantle of his work is upon us, and it is your 
duty, and mine, to wear that mantle grace- 
fully, to keep its folds from the mud, and to 
gather under it all men selling life insurance, 
who have an appreciation of the value of their 
calling. Why is it that we have so few, in 
comparison to the number actually engaged in 
the business, in our ranks at the present time? 

“We are now in the fifteenth year of our 
existence, and while it is true that all great 
movements are slow in starting, yet should we 
not have more to show, for the work put 
forth in the past, than we have at the present 
time? We have in this country fifty-two 
cities with more than 75,000 population ac- 
cording to the census of tgoo, and in each 
one of these cities we should have an asso- 
ciation of life underwriters. By assigning 
some of the various district associations, such 
as Western New York, Central Massachu- 
settes, etc., to the largest city in their district, 
I can find the National association represented 
in but twenty-five of the fifty-two cities. 


South and West as Yet Unorganized. 


_ “The South has been considered a hard field 
for extension, and so far as I know no effort 
has been made to extend the association move- 
ment west of Denver, except in California 
and Oregon. Do you not agree with me that 
there is need of individual effort, not only 
that the National association may be strength- 
ened by the addition of more local associa- 
tions, but that the present local associations 
may built up to the standard absolutely 
necessary, if they would prove themselves a 
power in the communities in which they exist? 


Different Distribution of Work Suggested. 


“To refer again to the Baltimore convention. 
Several men, ably qualified, were compelled to 
decline election to the office of the presidency, 
for the reason that they felt it absolutely im- 
possible to do the traveling and the work 
which seemed to be considered an essential of 
the office. The Baltimore convention expressed 
itself, unofficially, as in favor of some change 
in the method, whereby the president could 
devote more time to handling the rudder, and 
less time at the oars. On December 4 I 
addressed a letter to each member of the ex- 
ecutive committee, asking for information 
concerning the conditions in the various local- 
ities in which the National association is now 
represented, urging that each executive com- 
mitteeman present the matter of local extension 
to his association at its next meeting, such 
extension to be undertaken and pushed through 
by the local association co-operating with the 
national officers. If we could get the local 
association to assume the personal respon- 
sibility of this work, then I believe it would 
be no difficult matter, and certainly no im- 
possible matter, to duplicate the number of 
associations within a few months time. If 
this work is to be left’ to the president, or to 
the vice-presidents of the National association, 
then it is practically impossible to attain to 
the growth which I believe all interested i 
our movement desire. On more than one 
occasion, since my election, I have gone to 
members of the Chicago association for as- 
sistance, and in no case has my appeal been 
in vain. Our second vice-president (your 
member, Mr. Baker) has been of most valu- 
able assistance already in the territory as- 
signed to him, and in the work of putting the 
Louisville association in line for national as- 
sociation membership. 


Organizing the Southern Field. 


“Aside from the correspondence above re- 
ferred to, and that concerning the Louisville 
movement, I have had more correspondence 
over the situation in the South than in any 


‘in which he might, 





other locality. Through the kindness of Mr. 
Hitchcock, editor of the Insurance Field, I 
have been placed in communication with a 
number of insurance men in various localities 
in the South, with whom I am now corre- 
sponding. 

Feel Need of Associations 


“A number of localities in the South feel the 
need of associations, and while the prospect is 
encouraging, the right man has not been se- 
cured to take the appointive temporary office 
of district organizer, for the purpose of get- 
ting together a sufficient number of men in- 
terested in the movement to organize local 
associations, 


Would Make Secreta y More Important. 


“At this time I am almost of the opinion, 
which I offer merely as a suggestion, that the 
difficulty regarding extension might be solved 
if the national convention were to make the 
office of secretary of greater importance, pay- 
ing the incumbent such salary as would en- 
able him to devote the greater portion of his 
time to traveling in the interest of extension. 
This would take time and money, but I believe 
it would be far more productive of results 
than the proposition, offered at the Baltimore 
convention, of paying a salary to the president. 
The presidential office, it seems to me, should 
be filled by the older and wiser men, who 
could direct and guide, but who could not de- 
vote the time which I believe to be absolutely 
necessary to extension work. Suppose it to be 
possible from a financial standpoint, could not 
the work of extension be better carried on by 
having in the office of president one who 
could direct the whole, and in the office of 
the vice-presidents persons very carefully se- 
lected from different sections of the country, 
to each of whom would be assigned a district 
as opportunity offered, 
visit the local associations during the year 
for the purpose of making annual addresses? 


Must Be Orgenized and Aggressive. 


“T wish now to say to you, and through you 
to the other associations, and through them 
to the rank and file of our membership, that 
we must dismiss from our minds every thought 
of the word ‘drifting. You and I, as in- 
dividuals, cannot afford to drift; we cannot 
afford to throw cold water upon any project 
which will tend to strengthen our position in 
our work as life underwriters as we come and 
go among the public. Organization is the 
demand of the age. We find all classes or- 
ganizing—from the social has developed the 
business organization, until to-day com- 
petitors, keen in their work, are combined for 
mutual protection, realizing that only through 
united effort can they have the protection 
which will guarantee to them the greatest 
returns from the work which they put forth. 
In proportion as one’s work is aggressive, 
must one have the benefit which comes only 
from organization. The work which you and 
I do is aggressive—we do not wait for people 
to come to us; we go to the people. If the 
public can be taught that back of each life 
insurance representative there is a strong local 
organization, either endorsing him through his 
membership with it, or condemning him for 
his non-membership, or for his abusive prac- 
tices, then can we elevate our business to 
heights otherwise unattainable. 


The Goal Towards Which to Strive. 


“The purpose of this paper is to call the at- 
tention, not only of the Chicago association, 
but of all the associations, to the imperative 
need of individual effort. This need is urged 
upon every one of us by our home offices, 
particularly during the closing months of each 
year. Why should it not be urged upon us 
for the advancement of our local associations ? 
What an ideal business this will be when you 
and I in the month of December can go out 
and, with our individual efforts put forth for 
our company, meet our competitors, feeling 
an assurance that we will have nothing but 
open and above-board, honorable and high- 
minded competition—the kind which tends to 
sharpen our wits, but which does not arouse 
hard feelings. 

‘This brings me, gentlemen, to the thought 
of another element necessary for the success 
of the local association—a subject which I 
shall discuss at another time and place—that 
of ‘Mutual Confidence.’” 





The Interstate Life of Indianapolis will en- 
ter a number of new States during February. 
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LIFE INSURANCE CIRCLES 


DEPRECIATION’S EFFECT ON SURPLUS. 











Travelers’ Bulletin Gives Some Interesting 
Comment on the Figures as Affected 
by the Shrinkage. 





In his bulletin giving the Travelers’ annual 
statement, Vice-President Lunger says that the 
decline in the market value of standard securi- 
ties has resulted in a shrinkage in market 
value of bonds and stocks held by life com- 
panies of fully $32,000,000. These figures are 
based on quotations on such securities actually 
held by a number of leading life companies 
on December 31, 1902. As the market value 
of these securities at that date exceeded the 
cost value by $62,500,000, this decline is really 
less than 50 per cent of the market values 
over the original cost, showing that there has 
been no real loss, but only a marking down of 
values. 

“When we consider,” says he, “the tremen- 
dous falling off in the value of some of the 
standard securities, the smallness of the per- 
centages representing the decline in the values 
of securities held by the life companies is mag- 
nificent testimony to the quality of the invest- 
ments which they hold. 

“The decline in values has not been with- 
out its compensations. The values of  securi- 
ties have been shaken down to what may be 
called a ‘hard-pan basis;’ the folly of laws 
compelling the companies to value securities 
at market rates on December 31 has been 
demonstrated, and rates of interest above the 
average have been obtained on new invest- 
ments. In our case the rate of interest on 
the sums invested during 1903, amounting to 
over $6,000,co0, is nearly one-half of one per 
cent in excess of the rate obtained on new 
investments in 1902.” 





MOVEMENT TO ORGANIZE MILWAUKEE. 

Messrs. Wyman, Baker and Bokum, of the 
Chicago Life Underwriters Association, went 
to Milwaukee last Friday to look over the 
ground with a view to organizing an asso- 
ciation there. They met some of the agents 
and some agreed to attend the Chicago meet- 
ing on Tuesday of this week, but no definite 
steps toward organization were taken. 

++ ++ 
PRESIDENT WARD’S ITINERARY. 

President Hubert H. Ward, of the National 
Association of Life Underwriters, will visit 
the New England associations next week. His 
itinerary is as follows: On Saturday evening 
of this week he will be at Buffalo; Monday 
evening, Springfield, Mass.; Tuesday evening, 
Worcester, Mass.; Wednesday noon he will 
be at Iuncheon with the Women’s Under- 
writers Association at Boston, and in the 
evening he will address the Boston associa- 
tion; Thursday evening, Providence, R. I.; 
Friday evening, Hartford, Conn. 

++ ++ 
WILL FIGHT CONSUMPTION. 

In its fight against consumption the Indiana 
State Board of Health insists that new school- 
houses shall be constructed with a view to good 
ventilation and the admission of much sun- 
light. Going on the theory that the school- 
room is the best place for the spread of the 
disease, the board recommends that no teacher 
suffering from tuberculosis be employed, that 
any attacked by the disease during service be 
dismissed and children who are drooping, 
sickly and in a good condition to acquire con- 
sumption be sent from school. Dr. Hurty, 


the secretary of the board, says that 
consumption every year kills 5,000 per- 
sons in Indiana, and that the cost of 


the disease annually is not less than $3,000,- 
000. In the last fiscal year 12,000 people in the 





State had smallpox and 75 died. It cost $1,- 
co0,000 to combat the disease. There were 
25,000 cases of diphtheria and 385 deaths. Ty- 
phoid killed 1,217, half of them between the 
ages of twenty and twenty-tive, the age at 
which consumption is most fatal. The number 
ot cases annually is not less than 12,000 and 
the disease costs the State more than $1,000,- 
coo a year. 


++ ++ 
NEW YORK LIFE AGENCY MEETING. 

The annual meeting of agency directors and 
field managers of the New York Life was held 
at Lakewood, N. J., last week, with about 
three hundred representatives in attendance, 
including a number from foreign countries. 
A series of lectures and addresses was given 
by President McCall, Vice-Presidents Perkins 
and Kingsley and John C. McCall, and the 


work for this year was mapped out. 
++ ++ 


DENIAL OF ABSORPTION STORY. 

Grand Recorder B. F, Rehkopf of the An- 
cient Order of United Workmen has issued 
a vigorous denial of the story that that order 
had arranged to absorb the lowa Workmen. 
The Iowa Workmen seceded from the parent 
organization in this State in 1884, in a con- 
troversy about rates. Recently the officers of 
the parent organization received the favor 
from the officers of the Iowa Workmen of 
examining the original examination papers of 
as many of its original members as seceded. 
Beyond this there have been no negotiations, 
and Recorder Rehkopf declares that there is 
a positive impossibility of the consolidation 
of the two orders, on account of their funda- 
mental law. 

++ ++ 
HAS AN IOWA LOBBY. 

The Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers 
has stationed a lobby in Des Moines to be pres- 
ent during the legislative session this winter, to 
work against any legislation which will affect 
their insurance department. They fear that any 
act affecting fraternal insurance will cripple 
their department, and to this their legislative 
board is strongly opposed. Robert W. Patrick 
of Sioux City, secretary and treasurer of the 
brotherhood legislative board, will be here 
during the winter watching for adverse legis- 
lation, with a view to organizing against its 
enactment by the general assembly. 

++ +t 
IOWA LIFE CLUB’S OFFICERS. 

The Iowa Life Insurance Underwriters Club 
will banquet the members of the Iowa legis- 
lature in this city January 30. State officers 
will also be invited to attend. The banquet 
will be given at the Savery Hotel. A program 
of toasts is being arranged for the affair. 

The Life Underwriters Club held its annual 
meeting the past week and elected officers as 
follows: President, ex-Governor Frank D. 
Jackson; vice-president, G. H. Shaw; secre- 
tary, A. H. Huling; treasurer, George R. Gris- 
wold. 

++ ++ 
WANTS A STATE ORGANIZATION. 

W. B. Haynes of Des Moines has started 
a movement for the formation of a state life 
insurance club. It will be designed to take in 
all men and women interested in writing life 
insurance in this State. 

++ 


WASHINGTON LIFE’S GUARANTEED DIVIDENDS. 
The Washington Life has issued a new 
policy on the deferred distribution plan which 
will guarantee additions of twenty per cent 
of the premiums paid in the event of the 
death of the policyholder before the distribu- 
tion period. It also guarantees a dividend 


of ten per cent of the total premiums paid, 
at the distribution period, in addition to the 
regular dividend apportioned at that time. 
The rate for a twenty-payment life policy 
on this plan at age thirty-five is $37.93 as 


against the rate of $36.87 for the regular 
form. For the additional $1.06 a year for 
twenty years, the company guarantees a divi- 
dend of $75.86, thus making the cash value 
at the distribution period $641.86 instead ot 
$566, besides the deferred dividend that will 
be apportioned. 
++ ++ 
WISCONSIN LEADS. 

The year just closed was a brilliant one 
for the Northwestern Mutual in its home 
state. Murphy & Surles, state agents for Wis- 
consin, in a bulletin give the business of three 
leading agencies as follows: Murphy & Surles 
$7,442,739 written, $6,451,239 paid for; Kim- 
ball & Norton, Chicago, $6,744,300 written, 
$5,835,500 paid for; J. I. D. Bristol, New 
York, $6,737,300 written, $4,994,700 paid for. 
In the Wisconsin agency J. T. McGiveran of 
Green Bay paid for the largest amount of 
business, and M. E. O’Brien of Laurium, 
Mich., personally wrote and paid for the 
largest business in the month of December. 

++ —s 

PROV:DENT SAVINGS OPENS NEW OFFICE. 

E. T.. Rhodus and J. H. Topping have 
opened an independent office of the Provident 
Savings Life in the Temple Court building 
at Chicago, of which they will have charge as 
managers. They have taken their agents from 
the central department office, but will send 
their business through that office. They have 
a dozen agents to start with and will make 
a drive for policies of small size—from $1,000 
to $5,000. Owing to the company having cut 
commissions at the first of the year, they ex- 
pect to work on conservative lines. As both 
are great workers, they anticipate making their 
office an important factor in the city before 
long. 





++ ++ 
OPENS A BRANCH AT CLEVELAND. 

The New York Life is about to open in 
Cleveland its first branch office for that city, 
to be known as the Western Reserve Branch. 
Rooms on the sixth floor of the Citizens build- 
ing have been taken and Flamen Ball, Jr., 
at present agency director of the company’s 
Toledo office, will be in charge. The new 
branch will be for new business only, the gen- 
eral office and clearing house remaining on 
the fifth floor of the Garfield building. 

++ t+ 


OFFERS FOUR INSURANCE COURSES. 

The University of Michigan is offering four 
courses in insurance, in the department of po- 
litical economy, this year, as ‘follows: Mathe- 
matics of annuities and insurance, theories of 
annuities and insurance, and the mathematics 
of insurance and statistics. The courses are 
attracting a good deal of attention among 
insurance men of the State and outside. 

++ ++ 
TRACY SIGNS WITH THE ILLINOIS LIFE. 

One of the interesting changes that has oc- 
curred in Chicago is that of A. H. Tracy, 
$200,000 man and second degree Nylic, from 
the New York Life to the Illinois Life. Mr. 
Tracy has been with the New York Life con- 


tinuously for almost fifteen years, and has 


long been recognized as one of the leading 
and strongest personal producers the company 
had in Chicago. During the past several 
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years he has been the mainstay of the New 
York Life’s West Madison street branch, he 


and his agents having produced during 1903. 


more than one-half of the entire business of 
that office. 

Mr. Tracy probably has as many New York 
Life badges as any other man in Chicago, and 
his retirement from the ranks of the New 
York Life to take a desk in the La Salle 
street office of the Illinois Life has caused 
some stir among the New York Life’s agency 
directors. It is rumored that there are many 
other New York Life men who will soon enter 
the ranks of the Illinois Life. 

Manager Lamb is doing splendid work for 
the Illinois Life in Chicago. Though his 
office was not opened until late last fall, he 
already has a force of fifty strong producers. 





ALL DIFFERENCES HAVE BEEN HEALED 





Mutual Life of Illinois Is Now in a Position to 
Extend Its Operations—Fine Finan- 
cial Statement. 





All differences have now been settled in the 
Mutual Life of Illinois, among the stockholders 
over the issuance of Class 3 stock, which was 
used in promotion purposes. The company is 
now in a position to extend its operations and 
vigorously widen its scope. The Mutual Life 
is one of the new western companies that has 
great promise. It has assets of $294,665 and 
surplus to policyholders of $261,956. It has in 
force $2,700,000. The following officers were 
elected: George W. Riggs, president; James 
R. Chapman, vice-president ; D. S. Pate, second 
vice-president ; John McLaren, third vice-presi- 
dent; E. C. Brainard, treasurer and secretary; 
F. H. Ueberrhein, assistant secretary; W. P. 
Crenshaw, superintendent of agencies; R. M. 
Marsh, inspector; Carl T. Prime, auditor; 
Franklin H. Martin and T. E. Roberts, medical 
directors. Twenty-five trustees were elected, 
the new members of the board being H. H. 
Porter, Jr., L. H. Freer and R. M. Marsh. 





UNION CENTRAL LIFE CONVENTION. 

The Union Central Life held its annual 
agency convention in Cincinnati last week, 
about sixty general agents being present. 
Meetings were held on Thursday and Friday, 
and Friday afternoon a banquet was given at 
the Grand Hotel. On Saturday Secretary 
Marshall was presented by the agents with a 
superb hall clock, in honor of the thirty-fifth 
anniversary of his connection with the com- 
pany. 


++ ++ 


SNOW PURIFIES CHICAGO. 

Snowfalls have purified the atmosphere and 
minimized the infectious germ diseases in Chi- 
cago. The effect has been most marked in the 
January deaths from pneumonia—23I as com- 
pared with 266 during the corresponding 
period last year. The total of 2,100 deaths 
predicted for the season, according to the 
weekly health bulletin, will, however, prob- 
ably be exceeded. There already are 1,083 
on the list since November 1 and the most 
dangerous period is still to come, as shown 
by the following compilations of the average 
daily deaths from pneumonia in Chicago by 
months during fourteen years—1896-1903: 


LC: SAD. GOP chews vassves 3.1 
February ...c.<e Ss ee eee 2.5 
Ns iid nknns 12.0 September ...... 3.0 
SOE - iwiind so 300 124 QOetOBer .cccccsee 44 
re eye 8.8 .November ....... 6.4 
TOE sataa wes case 4.9 December ....... 9.2 


If only these daily averages are maintained 
until the end of May there will be nearer 
500 than 2,100 deaths from pneumonia this 
eason. 


++ ++ 


PAYS ITS QUARTERLY DIVIDEND. 
The Life Association of America, whose 
cad office is at 135 Broadway, New York, 





has paid a 2% per cent quarterly dividend. 
It was organized as a stock company on 
August 7, 1903, having operated for two years 
as a mutual. It now has assets of $395,000 
and surplus of $337,000. H. P. Townsley is 
the manager of the company and it is operat- 
ing in New York, Pennsylvania, Illinois, New 
Jersey, Rhode Island and California. 
++ ++ 
UNION MUTUAL'S NEW RATES. 

The new rates of the Union Mutual, which 
are lower than the old ones, are accompanied 
by a change in the guarantees, which are now 
made somewhat higher up to the tenth year. 
When the Union Mutual went on a 3 per 
cent basis, it adopted New York Life rates 
and guarantees. Its experience has shown 
that it can do business on a smaller loading 
than those rates provided, hence the lower 
rates and higher guarantees. As the company 
was giving the full reserve after the thirteenth 
year, there was no occasion to raise the guaran- 
tees, except in earlier years. 

++ ++ 
SUICIDE CASE TO BE REOPENED. 

The case of the Charles Hanner estate 
against the A£tna and National Life Insurance 
companies, which was recently decided in 
favor of the plaintiffs, will be reopened. The 
decision gave rise to the report that the suicide 
clause in Ohio had been overturned, but the 
court merely ruled that the coroner’s verdict 
of suicide was not sufficient evidence to void 
the policies. The companies will now hold 
that Hanner did commit suicide, as alleged. 

$e ++ 
ACTION ON REBATING. 

The Kentucky insurance commissioner is- 
sues the following notice on rebating: 

“Section 754 of the Kentucky statutes gives 
me the right as insurance commissioner of 
Kentucky to take evidence upon this question, 
and it will be my purpose and intention to 
enforce the anti-rebate law in this State dur- 
ing my term of office. This statement is to 
give due notice to all agents working in Ken- 
tucky that the insurance laws of the State 
must be strictly observed; that I stand ready 
to uphold the hands of all companies and 
agents working in the right direction, and 
that I shall do what I can to punish those 
who violate the law, and any company that 
winks at any attempt on the part of any of 
its agents to evade the law.” 





LIFE NOTES. 
The Equitable Life of Iowa wrote about 


$3,900,000 in 1903, with $120,000 of death 
losses. 

The agency of C. C. Courtney for the Mu- 
tual Benefit Life at Kansas City wrote 


$1,150,000 in 1903. 


R. R. Braham of Youngstown, Ohio, has 
been appointed general agent for the Columbia 
Life of Cincinnati. 


Daniel F. Cobb of Kansas City, general 
agent for Kansas for the Equitable, wrote 
$1,552,000 of business. 


E. G. Gossett of Newton, Kan., transfers 
from the Metropolitan to the Missouri State 
Life, to become state manager. 


J. Scott Anderson, manager for the Provi- 
dent Savings at Detroit, has resigned and will 
quit the life insurance business. 


The Bankers Life of New York, which re- 
insured the provident branch of the Union 
Casualty, has applied for admission to Ohio. 


Ira B. Mapes, general agent at Kansas City 
for western Missouri and Kansas, wrote for 
the Phcenix Mutual $365,000 of business in 
1903. 

S. E. Barber, formerly clerk in the St. Louis 
office of the AEtna Life, has been appointed to 
the Kansas general agency, with offices at To- 
peka. 


J. S. Langhorn, formerly with the St. Louis 
agency of the Equitable, has been appointed 
agent for the Provident Savings at Topeka, 
Kan. 


The Bankers Life of Iowa wrote $3,718,000 
in 1903 through its Cleveland office, covering 





parts of Ohio, Pennsylvania and West Vir- 
ginia. 

W. O. Cord of Dayton, Ohio, associated in 
the management of the Michigan Mutual Life, 


will soon marry Miss Clara MacSuality of 
Dayton. 


Philip H. Gray has resigned as general agent 
for Michigan for the New England Mutual 
Life, and will devote all his energies to De- 
troit business. 


H. S. App, formerly manager of the Canada 
Life for Philadelphia, is now acting in the 
capacity of special agent and is opening offices 
at Reading, Pa. 


John A. Brown, general agent for Wyan- 
dotte county, Kansas, and Jackson county, 
Missouri, with headquarters at Kansas City, 
wrote $800,000 in 1903. 


The Security Trust and Life Ledger for 
January has its first page adorned with a good 
halftone portrait of Moore Sanborn, the com- 
pany’s new vice-president. 


Gay Davidson of Quincy, IIl., has been pro- 
moted to manager of the Mutual Life of New 
York at Springfield, Ill F. M. Cutler of 
Carthage, IIl., takes his old place at Quincy. 


The branch office of the New York Life 
covering West Virginia has been moved from 
Parkersburg to Wheeling, where offices have 
been secured in the Board of Trade building. 


Joseph P. Sherer of Ishpeming, Mich., su- 
perintendent of the Metropolitan Life in sev- 
eral upper peninsula counties, has been pro- 


moted to a superintendency at Zanesville, 
Ohio. 


W. T. Quinlan, of the Petoskey News, goes 


. with the Mutual Life of New York as district 


manager. He will have thirteen counties of 
northern Michigan, with headquarters at Pe- 
toskey, Mich. 


Samuel B. Wylie, actuary of the Fidelity 
Mutual, resigned on December 31 on account 
of disability. Edward C. Lilley, assistant 
treasurer, resigned to go with a New York 
banking house. 


D. E. Moore and Charles S. Webb, state 
managers of the Northwestern National Life 
for Wisconsin, have taken a fine suite of 
offices in the German-American Bank build- 
ing at Oshkosh, 


The New York Life sustained losses 
amounting to $39,736.15 by the Iroquois The- 
ater disaster in Chicago. Nineteen policy- 
holders perished, of whom nine were school 
teachers, all women. 


J. W. Thompson & Son, Michigan managers 
for the Travelers, will hereafter devote all 
their attention to the life insurance branch. 
Edward S. Raymond has been appointed man- 
ager of the liability end. 


W. B. Henderson, agent at Kansas City 
for the National Life of Vermont, with terri- 
tory of six counties in Missouri and four in 
Kansas, contiguous to Kansas City, wrote 
$502,000 of business, last year. 


Although the Travelers commenced writing 
participating policies only in July and no great 
effort has been made to push that class of 
business, the amount written in December was 
five times as great as in November. 


It is understood that W. T. Mott, cashier 
of the New York Life at the Detroit clearing 
house, will succeed Flamen Ball, Jr., as agency 
director at Toledo, Mr. Ball having been trans- 
ferred to the new Cleveland branch office. 


Dr. M. J. Lewi has been appointed associate 
medical director of the Security Trust and 
Life. He will also assist General Manager 
ILuper in the discharge of his duties. He was 
medical director of the American Union Life 
for five years. 

The New York Life agency of Daniel 
Boone of Kansas City, which includes fif- 
teen counties in Missouri, Kansas and Okla- 
homa and Indiana Territory, produced $8,500,- 


000 of business in 1903, as against about 
$7,000,000 in 1902. 
A Cincinnati court last week decided in 


favor of the Prudential Insurance Company 
in the case brought against it by Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Stolzenberger. Her husband, Louis 
Stolzenberger, who killed an officer in resist- 
ing arrest and who was later killed in the 
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pursuit, carried a policy in the Prudential, 
but the company resisted payment on the 
ground that he was killed as the result of his 
own criminal act. ‘The court held that the 
clause voiding the policy in such case was 
applicable and decided for the company. 


The New York Life has asked all its agents 
for a list of the ten best prospects each has. 
To these prospects President McCall will send 
a letter that is expected to assist in closing 
them. The company has adopted this plan be- 
fore with great success. 


C. W. Foote, formerly state manager of the 
Northwestern National Life for Michigan, 
has formed a partnership with G. E. Crane, 
who handled northern and central Indiana for 
the investment bond department of the Inter- 
state Life of Indianapolis. 


On January 1, the Mutual Life of New 
York added thirteen additional counties 
south of the Missouri River in Missouri to 
the general agency of Chas. N. Sedilitz of 
Kansas City. Mr. Seidlitz’s agency wrote 
$2,100,000 business in Missouri in 1903. 


L. Bunce, superintendent of agents of 
the Connecticut Mutual, who has been in Chi- 
cago since the death of General Agent John K. 
Stearns, returns to the East this week. He 
will be in Chicago again in a short time, when 
a successor to Mr. Stearns will be appointed. 


In a recent issue of THE WESTERN UNDER- 
WRITER it was stated that the National Life 
of Vermont has heretofore begun to pay an- 
nual dividends at the end of four years. This 
was true from 1868 to 1900, but since the latter 
date the optional dividend period was five, ten, 
fifteen or twenty years, but not four years. 


Dr. Charles G. Frowert, medical director of 
the Security Life and Annuity Company of 
Philadelphia, died recently, having been con- 
nected with the company since its organization. 
He was a member of many medical societies 
and held in the highest esteem. His position 
is being filled, for the time being, by Dr. 

Brown, formerly with the Penn Mutual. 


Orville Thorpe has brought suit at Kansas 
City against J. B. Redmon for $2,000 damages. 
Thorpe alleges that he purchased from Red- 
mon for $250 a half interest in the state 
agency for Missouri, north of the Missouri 
river, of the Kansas ‘City Life, and that Red- 
mon shortly afterwards canceled the contract 
with the company without his knowledge. 

The Fidelity Mutual Life now has assets 
of $5,884,612 and net surplus of $818,062. The 
amount of insurance in force has passed the 
$100,000,6c0 mark. The business issued dur- 
ing 1903 amounted to $24,986,000 and the ter- 
minations by death, expiry, lapse, etc., to $14,- 
473,000. The rate of lapses decreased more 
than 8 per cent from the previous year. 

M. Quinn, inspector of agencies for the 
Equitable Life, with headquarters at Detroit, 
has accepted the state agency for Michigan 
for the Hartford Life. Mr. Quinn was con- 
nected with the Equitable Life for sixteen 
years and was a member of the firm of Con- 
nors & Quinn at Detroit until about a year 
ago, when he was made inspector of agencies. 

The Massachusetts Mutual has recently got- 
ten out a nineteen-payment life policy similar 
to that of the New England Mutual. Being 
on a 3% per cent reserve basis, the rate is 
almost the same as that of twenty-payment 
life policies in some of the 3 per cent com- 
panies that load heavily. It is a good policy 
to use in competition with a rebater, but is 
likely to be abused by being employed to twist 
business from other companies. 





KENDALL.—Last Friday at the Episcopal 
cathedral at Milwaukee, Nathan Kendall, of 
the firm of F. A. Kendall & Son, general 
agents of the Penn Mutual at Cleveland, took 
as his wife Miss Nellita Mae Martin. Mr. 
Kendall is a young man of marked ability, a 
graduate of Dartmouth College, and _ pro- 
minent in Cleveland’s social and business 
circles. His bride is a charming and cultured 
young lady with a large circle of friends in 
her home city of Milwaukee. Life under- 
writers in Cleveland will extend most hearty 
felicitations, in which THt Western UNDER- 
WRITER begs to join. 





Increase your business by advertising judi- 
clously. Hand your customer one of our No. 97 
poliey files and his policy will be kept under cover. 
No charge made for printing your presentation 
card on quantities of fifty or over. 














PREsST. JONES UN M.CH.GAN FIELD. 
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tributor to the bureau. I would also advise 
that the bureau be requested to mail to each 
special agent a copy of all tariffs issued and 
the bulletins amending the same from time to 
time. This can be done monthlv from a mail- 
ing list to be prepared without a very great 
amount of additional labor or expense. 


:houlu Kaow How Rate Is made. 


“A copy of the statement showing how a 
1ate is arrived at should be furnished when 


aesired to every property owner whose prop-- 


erty is rated, that he may know what makes 
his rate, and why his rate varies from that of 
his neighbor, who has a similar piece of prop- 
erty. this would be of great benefit and a 
means of education to the property owner as 
well as to the local agent, and, 1 might add, 
the special agent, many of whom seem to 
know very little about such matters. 

“Rate schedules should be obtainable at least 
by special agents when desired, and even by 
the general public. Our light should be 
blazoned to the world that all men might see 
and judge our works whether they be good 
or evil. 

Need to Work tiand ia Mand, 


“This association and the Michigan Inspec- 
tion Bureau should work hand in hand to 
furnish the people information that would se- 
cure for them the lowest rates of insurance 
possible. I contend that the people make the 
rates; the insurance men do not. We simply 
apply certain principles to fixing the rates on 
buildings which the owners have constructed, 
making a charge for insurance commensurate 
with the risk incurred. 

“There is now a National Fire Protection 
Association working in conjunction with the 
National Board of Fire Underwriters, the aim 
of which association is to furnish recommen- 


| dations as to the proper construction of build- 
| ings to reduce the fire hazard. 


This associa- 
tion also furnishes recommendations pertain- 
ing to the proper methods of heating and 
lighting buildings, the furnishing of approved 
fire appliances, etc, 

Cites Assoc ations in Uther States. 

“There are State associations of a kindred 
character to our own in Texas, Kansas, Mis- 
souri, lowa and some other States. These as- 
sociations are becoming popular and are at- 
tracting to them the best minds in the insurance 
field because they are at work along educa- 
tional lines. It is more important and _ re- 
quires more brains to know how to prevent a 
calamity than it does to tell what to do after 
a calamity has occurred. Along this line it 
requires a greater brain power to construct a 
building so as to entitle it to a low rate of 
insurance than it does to apply a rate to an 
inferior building when it is constructed. 


Work Is of an Educational Nature. 


“IT want to impress upon your minds as 
fully as possible that the great work of this 
association is along educational lines, and we 
want with us every special agent who has not 
arrived at the pinnacle cf knowledge in this 
business, so that he may learn with us, who 
are ready and trying to learn, and we will wel- 
come the wise ones also that they may help 
diffuse knowledge to us that we may carry 
it to the people. 


Organization of Local Clubs. 


“T would call attention to the important 
matter of organizing local auxiliary associa- 
tions as soon as possible in the important 
cities and villages of the State. In Iowa I 
see by a clipping made from the Chicago 
Tribune of the 5th of December that the 
insurance men of that State are starting out 
on a similar work of this association along 
very broad lines, They expect to organize 
city and village associations throughout that 
State. I commend a similar movement in this 
State to your earnest attention. 


“ 


Move Along Higher Line’ 


“Let us move along educational lines not 
only in the construction of buildings but in 
obtaining correct practices in underwriting, 
which is one of the cardinal principles of this 
association. We want to bring the agents and 
the people in closer touch with each other in 
the conduct of the business. Our attention 
should at once be given to the copper country 
of the upper peninsula and a strong commit- 
tee of this association appointed to take up 





the matter of an auxiliary association. They 
have a county organization in Houghton 
county which could be utilized, and I think 


.would be glad of the fostering care and help 


that might be extended by this association. 
Recommendation as to Local Clubs. 


“In the formation of local organizations I 
would not attempt to do so forcibly, but would 
visit the localities by committees and educate 
the agents up to the idea that it is better for 
them to do business in a business-like manner 
and along approved and wholesome lines, than 
to secure business by questionable and tricky 
methods that must sooner or later result dis- 
astrously. Let us pursue the system of edu- 
cation for good practices among agents and 
people and we shall win success in our under- 
taking in due time. 

Wants a Bulletin Issued. 


‘As one thing that would benefit us as 
members in our work I would suggest the 
weekly or monthly publication of a good bulle- 
tin to be furnished each of our members as 
well as our respective companies. In that 
bulletin we should enumerate in alphabetical 
order by towns the inspection and cancellation 
of poor risks, to be furnished by our mem- 
bers. I would also like to see included in such 
bulletins the good and approved special haz- 
ards inspected. by them from time to time, as 
this would prove of incalculable benefit to 
every member of our association as well as 
the company by which he is employed. 

Should Have Copy of Schedules 


‘We once obtained a schedule of every saw- 
mill in Michigan within a period of sixty days. 
It was very valuable to every special agent. 
Bv united action along similar lines we could 
obtain a schedule of every special hazard in 
Michigan, of which every special agent could 
have a copy. In this period of underwriting 
when the special hazard survey is not re- 
quired to be taken by agents such information 
would be of incalculable value. We could 
obtain by united effort in sixty days what no 
single special agent could obtain in a year by 
individual labor. 

“It is stated that invitations have been sent 
to a number of special agents traveling in 
Kentucky and Tennessee to attend a meeting 
at a date to be set for the purpose of consider- 
ing the organization of an inspection bureau. 
The plan in general contemplates joint inspec- 
tion. This is along the lines suggested to our 
association. 


Advocates Era of Good Feeling. 


“Let us all try to educate and help each 
other in this association. Let us all do what 
we can to disseminate good feeling and incul- 
cate stronger ties of friendship. Let us all 
help our officers and committees in the proper 
discharge of the duties assigned to them. Let 
us lay nothing up in malice, but rather be as 
good as we know how and as helpful to each 
other as possible. Let us prove ourselves truly 
a band of brothers, among whom no conten- 
tion shall ever exist, except that noble conten- 
tion, or rather emulation, of who can best 
work and best agree. 

“With such a spirit in our work we shall 
soon hail the glad day when we organized this 
association, and Michigan special agents will 
take another long step in building up the good . 
work in underwriting with which they have so 
often been credited by the managers of com- 
panies. Let us take courage in this trying 
time and persevere to the end, for in due 
time we shall reap if we faint not.’ 


‘ 





STANDING OF INDEFINITY EXCHANGE. 


A number of agents inquire as to the stand- 
ing of the Merchants Underwriters at Indem- 
nity Exchange of Chicago. This is purely an 
inter-insurance scheme, which writes policies 
at 15 per cent below current rates. There are 
about 240 members, each agreeing to write no 
more than the amount of his deposit. Any 
saving of premium is to be returned each year. 
Members may contribute to the reserve fund 
by paying $20 or some multiple of same. In 
case of a contested loss, it is held that a 
separate suit must be brought against each 
member. Members are liable for assessments 


in case of more losses than are provided for. 
William Williamson of Chicago is the manager 
and attorney. It has just had a $35,000 loss 
at Salina, Kan. 
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AMONG THE GASUALTY MEN. 


LIABILITY DECISION FROM KANSAS. 








Supreme Court Holds Jurors Have Right to 
Know Insurance Company Is Defend- 
ing a Damage Suit. 





A few days ago the Supreme Court of Kan- 
sas handed down a decision, holding that it 
was a proper question to ask a juror, in a dam- 
age case, whether he was aware that the real 
defendant in the case was a liability company 
that would pay the judgment, or such portion 
of it as was covered, in case such was ren- 
dered. The lower court is thus sustained in 
its decision. Liability men are much aroused 
over the decision, feeling that their cause has 
been greatly injured and that verdicts will 
now be more easily obtained against the com- 
panies. This is the only decision of the kind 
so far known. In most of the other States 
the Supreme Court has thrown out such evi- 
dence, and now attorneys who represent clients 
bringing suits do not ask the question of jur- 
ors. It is likely that rates will be raised in 
Kansas on account of this decision. 





MARYLAND CASUALTY IN OHIO. 

Fred P. Thomas & Co., state agents of the 
Maryland Casualty for Ohio, announce that 
they have contracted with Charles A. Pryce 
of Columbus, formerly state agent of the 
Union Casualty & Surety, and that he has 
taken entire charge of their field in Ohio. 
This is a very valuable acquisition, on which 
they are to be congratulated. They also state 
that they have taken over the entire agency 
force of the Union Casualty in .their field, 
with the exception of a few men in places 
where they were already well represented. 
They expect with the addition of these new 
agents to have soon the best agency force 
of any casualty company represented in Ohio. 

++ ++ 
LONDON SHOWS GOOD INCREASES. 

The London Guarantee and Accident Com- 
pany shows increase in assets, $148,474.57; 
increase in premiums, $78,987.07, and increase 
in surplus, $30,819.41. In view of the fact 
that there was a depreciation in the book 
value of the bonds owned by the company of 
$45,520.11, that the reserve for claims was 
increased by $85,160 and $46,507.18 remitted 
to the home office, the increase of surplus 
shows good judgment has been exercised in 
the taking of business. The lessening of the 
reinsurance reserve by over $5,000 proves that 
the increased premiums are largely due to the 
collection of excess payments. Slow and sure 
is the London’s motto, and quality, not quan- 
tity, the aim of its underwriting. 

++ ++ 
GENERAL INDEMNITY TO START. 

The General Indemnity Corporation of 
America is being organized in New York, 
with $200,000 capital and $100,000 surplus, to 
do a liability business. It expects to begin 
operations about March 1. Its office is in the 
Mutual Life building, New York. S. Adolph 
Levy is the president and states he has secured 
the services of a well-known underwriter to 
take charge of the company. The number of 
companies starting in the liability business 
within the last few years has been a subject 
of comment. 

+e at 
SUES ON A PAVING CONTRACT. 

The City of Kansas City to the use of 
Kansas City Hydraulic Press Brick Com- 
pany, Kansas City Paving Brick & Tile Com- 
pany, Boyd Construction Company, Lynch- 
Watkins Lime & Cement Company and 
Builders Sand Company and John Kingston 
are suing F. C. Youmans, United States 
Fidelity & Guaranty Company and George J. 
Baer for judgment for the penalty on a bond 





amounting to $83,540. F. C. Youmans, a con- 
tractor, received the contract to construct a 
sewer in Sewer District No. 218. The con- 
tract was let April 7, 1902, at the cost of 
$83,540. The defendants, F. C. Youmans, 
United State Fidelity & Guaranty Company 
and George J. Baer gave indemnity bond to 
the city for that amount. The contractor, it is 
claimed, failed to pay for brick and material 
used in the construction to the full amount 
of the bill and the cost of the labor used was 
not paid in full. Therefore the city prays 
judgment on the bond for the amount due. 
++ ++ 
SET ASIDE EXTRA RESERVE. 

The Ocean Accident and Guarantee Corpo- 
ration has set aside a far larger reserve for 
contingency liability than is required by law. 
The Ocean feels it necessary to put up an 
extra reserve to protect its liabilities. Its legal 
reserve unexpired amounts to 
$600,050. Its reserve for claims in process of 
adjustment, $288,000. It has a special reserve 
of $80,000. The Ocean pays a dividend of 
$100,000 out of its underwriting profits and 
this leaves a surplus to policyholders of 
$1,237,000. The company has deliberately 
limited the volume of its business during the 
last year and cancelled off several of its 
largest premiums, evidently concluding that 
the rates it was receiving were not commen- 
surate with the hazard involved. It also 
marked off $86,000 for depreciation in stocks, 
so its figures this year are gratifying to the 
management and its friends. Its assets have 
made a material increase during the year. 

++ a+ 
““SOCIETY OF THE NAAIC.’’ 

The North American Accident has formed 
an agency organization, to be known as the 
“Society of the Naaic.” Three degrees will 
be conferred at present, but higher ones will 
be given after one year at the home office at 
the company’s expense. Eligibility to the first 
degree depends on writing $100 a month in 
new accident premiums; to the second, $500 
a month; and to tne third $1,000 a month. 
Cash bonuses will be given to the best three 
producers in each degree each month. 

++ at 
NEW PITTSBURG SURETY COMPANY 

The Pittsburg Surety Company being or- 
ganized is a part of the Equitable Trust Com- 
pany of Pittsburg. The controlling interest in 
the Equitable is held by the Knickerbocker 
Trust Company of New York. The new 
surety company will have $125,000 capital. It 
will make a sharp bid for bonding business 
in its home city and gradually extend its 
operations. Pittsburg is one of the most con- 
tested points in surety circles in this country 
tested points in surety circles in this country, 
in bonding lines. 

++ 


for risks 


++ 
DECISION ON HEALTH INSURANCE. 

The Supreme Court of Michigan has recently 
handed down a decision reversing a lower 
court and sustaining a clause in health policies 
providing that the assured must be confined to 
the house by illness in order to get sick bene- 
fits. In this case the plaintiff was sick two 
weeks, then went to work and a week later 


got a relapse. He claimed benefits for the 
week between the two illnesses. 
++ +t 


CASUALTY COMPANY’S MICHIGAN AGENCY. 

The Detroit Insurance Agency, Limited, of 
which Arthur H. Gaukler and George J. 
Gnau are managers, was_ recently ap- 
pointed state agent of the Casualty Company 
of America for Michigan. Charles B. Er- 
ringer, who has been general agent of the 
Commercial Mutual Accident at Cincinnati 
for some years, will go to Detroit February 1 
to assume the management of the casualty de- 
partment of the Detroit Insurance Agency. 


The policy to be followed in the State has 
not yet been fully decided upon, but it is 
probable a system of district agencies will be 
established. A drive will be made for per- 
sonal accident, health and liability business, 
although the company’s other lines will not be 
neglected. 
++ ++ 


GETS SOME NEW YORK BLOOD. 

At the annual meeting of the Aétna In- 
demnity Company, New York talent became 
prominent on the directorate. The company 
now has its capital held largely in New York. 

++ ++ 
MARYLAND CASUALTY CLAIMS. 


The Maryland Casualty paid the following 
claims last year: 
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++ ++ 


PUTS IT ON PROHIBITED LIST. 

On account of unfavorable experience the 
Fidelity and Casualty has placed on its pro- 
hibited list public liability insurance on the 
two classifications “Electric light and power 
companies, incandescent circuits and Edison 
system, lamps in parallel and power circuits 
under 550 volts, including maintenance and 
extension of lines and the making of service 
connections” and “Electric light and power 
companies, plants over 550 volts, including 
maintenance and extension of lines and the 
making of service connections.” The rate on 
each classification was $5.75 for limits of 
$5,000 and $10,000. The company will con 
tinue to write employers’ liability for such 
risks. 





CASUALTY NOTES. 


The Federal Union Surety of Indiana has 
been admitted to New York. 


The statement of the Pacific Surety shows 
$415,601 assets as against $360,162 a year 
ago. 


F. C. Tegethoff, a well-known soliéitor for 
the accident department of the A=tna Life, died 
at Cleveland last Friday. 


Arthur B. Ambler, formerly general agent 
of the Union Casualty at St. Louis, has ac- 
cepted a position with the Travelers. 


The London Guarantee & Accident and 
the Casualty Company of America have been 
admitted to the District of Columbia. 


The North American Accident of Chicago 
shows assets $298,260, liabilities $96,023, in- 
come $341,604, disbursements $299,471. 


The Continental Casualty has secured the 
exclusive franchise to insure the employes 
of the Lackawanna Steel Company of Buffalo. 


Charles M. Beach has been elected vice- 
president of the Hartford Steam Boiler to fill 
the vacancy caused by the death of Gen. Wil 
liam B. Franklin. 


The Fidelity & Casualty will hereafter 
write patent front and show case plate glass 
risks, the minimum rate being two and one- 
half times the manual tariff. 


Edward S. Raymond will hereafter look 
after the liability business of the Travelers in 
Michigan, succeeding J. W. Thompson & Son, 
who will devote all their time to the life field. 


Conrad B. Day, president of the Philadel- 
phia Casualty, died on January 11 from 
Bright’s disease, at the age of 72 years. He 
was also a director of the Fidelity Mutual 
Life and prominent in business, financial, 
charitable, educational and political affairs. 


The Metropolitan Plate Glass is now shap- 
ing its affairs to write personal accident insur- 
ance. It will confine itself to preferred classes 
and will write no health business. It is un- 
derstood that the regular gencral agents of 
the company for plate glass will have the 





company for personal accident. 
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FIRST ANNUAL STATEMENT OF THE 


Mutual Life Insurance Company of Illinois 


OFFICERS 
GEORGE W. RIGGS, . . President W.P.CRENSHAW, . Supt.o 
JAMES R. CHAPMAN, Vice-President R.M. MARSH, , 
D.S.PATE, . Second Vice-President CARL T. PRIME, : 
JOHN McLAREN, Third Vice-President FRANKLIN H. MARTIN, ) 
E.C.BRAINARD,  Secretary-Treasurer T. E. ROBERTS, 
F.H.UEBERRHEIN, . Ass’t Secretary H. S. DUNCOMBE, P 


Merchants Loan and Trust Building, Chicago, Illinois 


FIRST ANNUAL STATEMENT 
Assets December Sist, 1903 ° 





$294,665.07 





Liabilities, Net Reserve ° ° $21,978.00 
Death Claims in Process of Adjustment ° ° 3,000.00 
Accounts Payable . . ° . ® . . 7,730.85 32,708 85 
Surplus to Policy-holders. ° ° ° ° $26 1,956.22 


INSURANCE ACCOUNT 
Policies of Record December 3ist, 1903 P 


Amount of Insurance of Record December 3ist, 1903 ° ° ‘$2 ,700,0C0. co 


79,792.37 
_« _ 100,000.00 


° » 3,!76,000.00 
Amount Declined and ‘Cancelled, 332 Applications; Insurance » 476,000.000 


Income 1903 
Deposited with Ilinois State Department “Government Bonds. 
Applications feceived, 2.33!. Amount Applied For 


TRUSTEES 
oe R. Sapa, Vice-Pres. American Trust and Savings Bank Richard Deutsch, 


: j Manager Brewing Company 
Pate, ° j . President D.S.PateLumberCo. WS Duncombe : ‘ Lawy r 

R.M Wells, . . . Weils & Nelleger Hardware Company 4 F& Freer : M 
E. C. Brainard, f  ‘Sesnanier s & rs anager Freer Estate 
ar McLaren, ’ President In:ernational Audit Company E.G Pauling, Mortgage Broker 
. A. Busby, . ‘ senene sian: & Lyman, Attorneys at Law’ T. E. Roberts, ‘ Physician 
L W. Noyes, : President Aermotor Company . P. C. Crenshaw, . General Mana ger Standard Oil Company 
J. F. Taylor, . 5 . Tres "Republic Iron & Steel Company S.W.McMunn, . . . President Kind! Car Truc« Co. 
Gecrge W. Riggs, . . President Roy M. Marsh, ; . , Inspector 
H.H Porter Jr., . Pres, Chicago Union Transfer F y. Co. Franklin H. Martin, "Physician and Surgeon 
R. C. Bialy, ; ; Hardware G W. Caldwell, Caldwell & Drake, Public Building Contractors 
Frank H. Ucberrhein, ‘ . Assistant Secretary E.B. Blinn, Wholesale Lumber 


E.L. Hamilton, President ‘American Wrapping Paper Company F. T. Boles, 


Lord & Bushnell Lumber Company 








a 








London Guarantee and Accident Company, Limited, 


OF LONDON, ENGLAND. 


UNITED STATES BRANCH. 


Biewenth Annual Statement, December 31, 1903. 


INCOME. 
DOE Sidi wena ew abalncd cba Sain bi waa wiae eae $1,194,991.94 
NEIL. © in civa thie oe aha apie wien anik-a as Senate hc ca sAi sh neni ok ee 38,870.25 
$1,233,862.19 
EXPENDITURE. LIABILITIES. 
PE CEE oe Ee POT EST POPE TER Te Pe $608,186.91 s 
Commissions and salaries ........................ 890,659.91 Reinsurance reserve 


EE NN: rac Rar aa vied 6 clk we RAMOS e RA ewe ee mae a 17,348.75 Reserve for claims—Liability Department 


All other payments TTC CECE UTP OCI iT 100,571.54 Reserve for unadjusted claims Ch ee ene ee on ee 
$1,116,767.11 Contingent reserve—Liability Department 

ASSETS. Reserve for state fees and taxes................... 
State and municipal bonds........................ $827,331.24 Reserve for commissions on outstanding premiums. . 
a rer eee eee ere ee ee eee Gfess..0e §6—- AN other Habllities |... os. occcccaoccccccsecece 
ee ee ee Seay Pte 13,184.81 «1 st é arg 
Cash in bank to credit of trustees................0. 123,700.00 Surplus to policyholders. ..........+..++ssseseeeees 
I eater ne ak deg ata ons Be, Oe Wii hsb ad bao. 019 1,730.92 


Premiums not over three months due in course of 
SP Cer ee Cee He Sena Aen 193,743.84 


$1,478,902.35 and United States Trustees 





A. W. MASTERS, General Manager, 
Manhattan Building, Chicago, Ill. 


CONKLING, PRICE & WEBB, CHAS. L. RAYSIOND, 


General Agents, Western Department, General Agent for Michigan, 
New York Life Building, 1229 Majestic Building, 
CHICAGO. DETROIT. 


355,950.00 


20,000.00 
52,901.71 


$1,478,902.35 
Deposited with New York Insurance Department 
$1,270,242.00 

















